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The cars of the British Columbia Sprint Speciale contingent to Alfa California: left to right, Laurie Fraser,
Felix Chiu and Don Best. Photo by John Pickering.

Alfa California 2013
by Tony Adams, Ballantrae
When it was announced a couple of years ago that
the 2013 AROC National Convention was to be held
in the Sonoma area of California and not far from
the Pacific Coast Highway, I knew that attending
this convention was a “must do”. Having worked in
the Bay Area for four years, I had enjoyed a number
of the winding back roads in the area, not to
mention the scenery along the way. The plan was to
get the Alfa out to California for the convention but
unfortunately this did not transpire (add this to the
missed opportunity bucket). Our rental car was a
Hyundai Touring which was roomy and comfortable
and handled well – but not an Alfa! However, it
worked its little heart out trying to stay with the
various groups on rallies and tours during the
convention. The convention included all the
activities expected at a national convention with

emphasis on the enjoyment of driving great “Alfa
roads”. If we include the roads for the Gimmick
Rally, a tour to the Coast, and the post convention
tour, we enjoyed some 400 miles of well paved,
winding roads. The top prize goes to the first 100
miles of SR 36 – a few straight sections, 500 feet at
most, the rest curves connected to curves! The
convention hotel was comfortable and well situated
just off the 101 freeway and on the edge of the
Sonoma valley. The events we participated in were
well organized, the AROC/ARA organizers were
most helpful and events went off smoothly. The
weather was ideal except for a couple of days of
morning fog – what else could one ask for!
Safari West BBQ
The first social event held on Monday afternoon was
the Safari West Game Park Tour followed by a BBQ
dinner. By all accounts the Game Park tour was a
popular event. The BBQ dinner was the first
opportunity to meet up with friends and
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acquaintances from previous conventions. It was
also the first exposure to “winding roads” – a
pleasant 12 mile drive off highway 101.
TSD and Gimmick Rallies
Tuesday morning saw the start of the TSD Rally.
We did not enter this event, but rather saved our
skills so that we could “ace” the Gimmick Rally
which was held the same afternoon. The Gimmick
Rally was a good tour (on winding roads) in the
scenic Sonoma Valley. There was a good mix of
questions. Although the bonus question about the
number designation of the runways at Sonoma
airport had us (and others) stumped and “debating”
to put it nicely as to the answer; solution: go to
airport office and ask! As to the results, we did not
“ace” the rally (don’t ask how we did) – but we
certainly have the opportunity for great
improvement in future rallies! Team Pickering of
ARCC, Toronto Chapter placed eleventh in the TSD
Rally and 7th out of 60 in the Gimmick Rally.
Publisher’s note: If Team Pickering had fully
answered one of the questions and earned full points
instead of half points we would have beaten the four
cars that were tied for second place and pushed
them down into a tie for third. Grumble, grumble!

Team Pickering and its rental at the start of the
Rally. If it wasn’t embarrassing enough to show up
at an Alfa convention in one of these then the colour
just puts it over the top. Photo by Michael Williams.

This was a fast and challenging course and seemed
to be popular with the 46 entrants. The location
allowed spectators good viewing of the Autocross,
while being able to keep track of the action at the
Time Trials! There were 62 entries in the Time
Trials.

Autocross entrants parked behind the grandstand at
Sonoma Raceway. Photo by Tony Adams.
Calgary member Bob Merchant placed first in the
non-Alfa class in the Autocross with his Audi. Bob
said Carol didn’t want to make the long hot drive in
his GTV. Long time ARCC member John Hoard
from Detroit came first in his class in his GTA and
was beaten only by George Schweikle for Autocross
FTD.

John Hoard and his GTA at speed in the Autocross.
Photo by Christopher Pickering.
Coast Tour

Welcome Reception
The Welcome Reception was held in the evening,
another opportunity to meet with friends, and then
head out to one of the local restaurants for dinner.
Time Trials and Autocross
These events were held on Wednesday at Sonoma
Raceway, a 12 turn 2.5 mile road course, considered
one of the most challenging tracks in North
America. The raceway had good facilities, spectator
viewing and other amenities. The Autocross was
held in a large parking lot adjacent to the track.

Cars waiting for the departure of the Coast Tour.
Photo by Tony Adams.

Also on Wednesday the Coastal Marin and Classic
Highway 1 Tour was held. This scenic drive went
south to the Stinson Beach area, then turned North
on scenic Pacific Highway 1, to Pt. Reyes and
Tomales. The tour then headed inland to reach
Sonoma Raceway about 1:30 pm in time to see the
rest of the Time Trials and Autocross.

Concorso
The big event on Thursday was the Concorso. It was
held a short five minute walk away from the hotel
at the Foxtail Golf Course. While only 53 cars were
entered for judging they were quality cars. About 40
of the cars were California plated, providing a
chance to check out cars I am unlikely to see again.

Part of the track events was a demonstration lap by
an eighties Alfa Romeo Formula 1 car. It sounded
great as it screamed out of the pit lane and out of
sight up the track. Unfortunately it wasn’t running
too well and it returned to the pits on six cylinders.

Rows and rows of Spiders at the Concorso. Photo by
Tony Adams.

The F1 Alfa once driven by Andrea de Cesaris heads
out for a demonstration lap. Photo by Christopher
Pickering.
Mexican Fiesta
A Fiesta was held in the evening with Mexican
themed music and dinner. This provided a good
social event to meet with friends and
acquaintances.
Concorso Midnighto
Following the Fiesta was a regular ARA event. This
irreverent “concours” requires you to decorate your
car with lights and whatever other gimmicks you
feel might impress the judges and spectators. It
happens at or about midnight and viewing is done
with flashlights. Attendance was less than
spectacular as the evening temperature dropped
into the low fifties Fahrenheit and the fog turned to
drizzle. But those who ventured out into the cold
and damp had a fun time.
Publisher’s note: At a previous midnight concorso
Team Pickering won a prize for their rented Elantra
which sported Alfa badges created by then five year
old Christopher. Continuing embarrassment over
this year’s Team Pickering vehicle caused us to forgo
entering, although it probably could have won a
prize without any props.

There were about a billion Sprints at the Concorso
and not a single Giulia among them. Photo by John
Pickering.
There were about as many cars presented in the
“for show only” category, again many nice looking
California cars. Also on show were some classic
Alfas including a 1942 6C 2500 Sport Cabriolet by
Touring, an Alfa Romeo Nardi-Danese and a 1939
Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 Super Sport Berlinetta
Aerodinamica. An article in Sports Car Market
indicates that this car chassis was declared as an
authentic prewar 6C 2500 SS chassis. The
coachwork was the result of an extensive
restoration started in 2003 making it a high priced
replica – nonetheless it is a stunning car. I was
rather disappointed by the number of entries as I
had expected a larger turn out of Alfas considering
the location so close to the Bay Area.

GTA of British Columbia club member Ulrich Lanius. Photo by John Pickering.

The 1939 Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 Super Sport Berlinetta Aerodinamica tribute car. Photo by John Pickering.

Post Convention Tours
Post convention tours have become a popular event
at recent conventions. With the great roads and
scenery in northern California the organizers
anticipated large entries and spent a lot of time and
effort in the development of three tours. Sadly there
was a distinct lack of interest in the tours. We
signed up for Tour 1, the North Coast and
Redwoods along with 5 other teams.

A very pretty Pininfarina 1900. Photo by John
Pickering.
Gala Banquet
This was held Thursday evening. I estimated that
400-450 people sat down to dinner. The keynote
speaker was Denise McCluggage a well known
journalist, author and competitor who was a
contemporary of the likes of Juan Manuel Fangio,
Stirling Moss and Phil Hill. She related anecdotes
and stories of auto sport, including her own exploits
as a competitor. Quite an entertaining lady!
Awards Brunch
The Awards Brunch buffet was the last official
event held at the Convention hotel. As usual for the
speed events, competitors already had a good idea
as to how they scored. For the rallies and Concorso
the results generally were revealed at the luncheon
thus providing a sense of anticipation for these
awards.
Art Show and Model Cars
There was diversity of media and images on display
in various categories including photography,
paintings, drawings, textiles, mixed media and
model cars. As in previous conventions great
creativity and craftsmanship were demonstrated.

Through the redwoods. Photo by Simon Favre.
A planned Central Coast Tour (Big Sur, Monterey,
Carmel) was cancelled due to little or no interest. A
third tour, Tahoe and the Mother Lode went ahead
but with only a handful of entries. The Rallies and
Tours Chairman, Hutson Hart, and his team had
put great effort into the routes, the instructions and
identifying accommodation etc. Having participated
in one of the tours, it is difficult to understand the
lack of interest. Taking a tour through sunny
California, on fantastic roads surrounded by great
scenery – it doesn’t get any better! For AROC
members who receive the AROC Membership
emails, see the early August edition and more
discussion of SR 36 in article “Why you might want
to consider an AROC Convention” by another team
on the same post convention tour.
Wrap-up
It was a great Convention although smaller in scale
than we had expected. Any time AROC and ARA
decide to run another Convention, I will be certain
to have the Alfa there and ready for a lot more fun!
Actually, the unConvention 2014 will be
presented by our friends across the border, the
Detroit Chapter. In 2015 Alfa Nordest will be
sponsored by the Connecticut and New York
Chapters.

A small sample of the artwork in the Art Show.
Photo by Steve Davis.

Upcoming ARCC Events
Regional representatives are requested to send your
2013 events calendars to the secretary or the editor
for inclusion in the next issue.

Alfa Club of Edmonton
Date
March 12
March 19
May 25
June 9

Time
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
11:00am
8:30am

Event
AutoObsessed
Go Kart Racing
Lift Day
History Road - Reynolds

Toronto Chapter
Date
May 2
May 4
June 6
June 14-16
July 2
July 20-21

Time
7:00 pm
9:30 am
7:00 pm
TBD
7:00 pm
TBD

August 6
Sept. 3
Sept. 14
Sept. 29
October 1
Nov. 30

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
TBD
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Event
Cruise Night – La Paloma
Pinarello Tech Session
Cruise Night – La Paloma
Vintage Festival / Drive
Cruise Night – La Paloma
Montreal/Ottawa
Rendezvous
Cruise Night – La Paloma
Cruise Night – La Paloma
Rendezvous with Detroit
Europa Rally
Cruise Night – La Paloma
Holiday Dinner

Club Alfa Romeo de Montréal
Date
April 20
May 18
June 15
June 22
July 7
July 20-21

Time
7:00 pm
10:00 am
TBD
10:00 am
TBD
TBD

Sept. 15
Sept. 29
Oct. 19
Nov. 30

TBD
TBD
10:00 am
Noon

Event
Supper Seminar
May Flower Fun Rally
Introduction to Autocross
Summer Driving Tour
Fiat Breakout
Toronto/Ottawa
Rendezvous
Introduction to TSD Rally
Raduno Montebello
Autumn Leaves Tour
Holiday Party Lunch

Other Events of Interest
• Members’ Tech Sessions
• Sunday Drives
• Exposition de Voitures Anciennes, Laval, May 26
• Italian Car Day Parade, Ottawa, June 15-16
• Italian Car Day, Boyd Park, Woodbridge, July 6
• Grand Prix of Mosport, ALMS, July 18-21
• Unofficial Cruise Nights occur every Thursday evening at
La Paloma, May to October
• Italians at the Julep, 2nd Tuesday, May to October, 7:00pm

Trophies at Alfa California took the form of
miniature wine barrels with an enamel badge
affixed to one end and a nameplate on the base.
Unfortunately they were empty when presented.
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