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President’s Letter 
by Alex Csank, Ste. Anne-de-Bellevue 

Well, we went and did it! Diane bought herself a 

nice, white Abarth 500! I must confess that it is a 

wonderful car and reminds me of what Alfa 

Romeo should be selling here in Canada. Their 

Giulietta and MiTo cars are fun little machines, 

but are only offered in Europe. The 4C and other 

upcoming products, including the new Giulia will 

all be rear or all-wheel drive. This is great, but 

having some FWD offerings in the affordable “hot 

hatch” segment would also have sales potential if 

they were made to be competitive with some of 

the other products available from companies like 

Ford, VW, Audi, Mazda and Subaru. In any event, 

I feel good knowing that the Abarth is part of the 

larger famiglia and that it shares a little Italian 

DNA with its driveway partner, my GTV6. I have 

also caved – in company with ARCO’s President 

Marc Faubert – and bought a 1982 Lancia Beta 

Zagato Spider in need of love for a price too low to 

even mention here. Call it a rescue, I suppose. I 

know these two cars I have recently gotten 

involved with aren’t Alfas, but at least they are 

Italian. 

 

Diane and her nice, white Abarth 500. Photo by 

Alex Csank. 

 

 

 

Our Raduno Estivo was attended by only a few 

this year. Perhaps it was because of the late-

August dates, or perhaps the event isn’t truly 

fulfilling the desires of more of our members. 

Nevertheless, the folks who attended this year’s 

event seemed to enjoy it quite a bit. Sadly, I had 

to cut my attendance short this year, as my 

mother in-law passed away while I was leading 

the group from Montreal (CARM) on our fun tour 

along the river to get to Kingston. I’m not sure 

what to do to make the event more attractive, but 

would love to hear your suggestions for ways to 

improve it for future years. 

The season has passed very quickly and we are 

now into our Autumn event schedule, with 

activities like the Raduno Montebello, Fall Colour 

drives and other activities available to finish our 

short, but enjoyable Alfa season. I encourage you 

to get out there with your cars and have some fun 

before the snow flies! 

A small team of volunteers and I are continuing 

with the planning for our “Alfa Expo 2017” 

convention in Montreal. We can certainly use 

more help from you, if you can spare some energy 

and a bit of time. You don’t have to live anywhere 

near Montreal to be of assistance, as we can 

communicate through the electronic media very 

easily. 

Please keep sending me your feedback, and also 

your photos, articles and ideas for the newsletter. 

George Beston is always looking for your input for 

upcoming editions. 

Rev high! 

Alex 

(514) 771-9513 

alfaromeodriveralex@gmail.com 



 

Raduno Estivo 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

This was the third consecutive Raduno Estivo 

event that we have held. It provides an 

opportunity for members from three different 

regional clubs in eastern Canada to come together 

and enjoy our Alfas while getting to know each 

other a bit more. This year, individuals came from 

the Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto areas and got 

together in Kingston as in years past. 

We met on Saturday afternoon and gathered later 

at the Grizzly Grille for an excellent meal. Sadly, 

Alex had to return home early due to his mother-

in law’s situation. Alex accepted our condolences 

before heading back home. 

It’s worth noting that, as gathered in the Metro 

parking lot across from our dinner location, we 

had at least one example of every Spider body 

style since 1966 with the exception of the seldom 

seen Brera Spider and this year’s 4C Spider. 

 

An array of Spiders. Photo by George Beston. 

 

Alfas in the park. Photo by George Beston. 

On Sunday we assembled at 9:30 am and 

participated in a Gimmick Rally organized by 

Alex and Ottawa president Marc Faubert. As I 

was on my own, I decided to enter the rally on my 

own, and to stay out of the way by leaving last. 

The rally wasn’t hard to follow. I must say that I 

saw parts of Kingston that eluded my attention 

during the four winters I spent there many years 

ago as a student at Queen’s. I felt that I had most 

of the answers correct and I unexpectedly found 

myself to be the first to arrive at the finish point 

in City Park! It seems that there are certain 

benefits to maintaining flawless communication 

between driver and navigator. That way there are 

no misunderstandings and no arguments, and 

coincidentally the personal needs of the two are 

always in alignment. 

As we gathered in the park, ballots were handed 

out by Marc so that we could have a people’s 

choice vote for everyone’s favourite car amongst 

those attending. The results, as tabulated by 

Marc, are as follows: 

Ladies’ Choice 
Maurizio Tacchi 

Yellow S2 Spider 

Men’s Choice 
Frank Scalesi 

Red S2 Spider  

Overall Choice 
George Beston 

Red S1 Spider 

Spiders rule! Since there were no tin-top Alfas 

participating, there was talk of awarding Best GT 

to any one of the Spiders that put its top up. I 

must say that my own favourite among the 

attendees was J.M. Reysset’s 916 Spider. There’s 

something about that car in black with polished 

alloy rims that really appeals to me. 

The results of the rally were marked by handing 

one’s answer sheets to a competitor who marked 

them according to the Official Right Answer. 

There was a four way tie when all was said and 

done at 30 points. So, an executive decision was 

made to hand the trophy to the competitor scoring 

30 points who was first to the finish. Ahem. That 

would be me! 

These competitions certainly came out in my 

favour. I’m going to buy a lottery ticket now that I 

know how lucky I am. 

Our noon meal was at the East Side Mario’s 

restaurant near the 401. We all enjoyed more 

fellowship along with a good meal, and then 

departed to our home locations. 

Rattlesnake Run 2015 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

This is the second year that we’ve been invited to 

participate in the Ontario Fiat Club’s annual 

Rattlesnake Run. The original date was the last 

Sunday in June but that was rained out, so this 

event was rescheduled for July 26. We met at 

about 10:00 am at the San Francisco Italian 

Bakery in Georgetown. Over coffee and cannoli I 

had a good time looking at all of the participants’ 

cars, particularly the Alfas. 

The morning route took us west to the top of the 

Niagara Escarpment to Brookville, then south to 

Lowville, east on Brittania and north on Appleby 



 
Line to climb Rattlesnake hill, and then on to 

lunch at the Riposta Bistro in Campbellville. The 

venue had lots of good parking and a large patio 

so that we could dine outdoors. After an excellent 

buffet lunch the group headed back to 

Rattlesnake hill to enjoy the superior view going 

down, and then followed a slightly different route 

back to the finish in Georgetown. 

 

Lunch stop in Campbellville. Photo by Adam 

Beston. 

Woodward Dream Cruise 
by Elio Comello, Camalachie 

Answering the call from Meredith Baker (FCA) 

and David Hammond (AROC Detroit), on 

Saturday August 15, a number of Alfas gathered 

to “show the flag” at the Golling Fiat/Alfa Romeo 

showroom studio on Woodward Avenue in 

Birmingham, Michigan. Weather being fine and 

an opportunity to see Alfisti friends, not to 

mention a free parking spot, I headed to Golling 

to show my 87 Quad Spider and Ontario plates. 

 

Photo by Elio Comello. 

The occasion was the annual Woodward Dream 

Cruise, my first exposure to a most fantastic 

gathering of gear heads, rednecks, car buff 

aficionados and folks just wanting to show off 

their exotic or expensive “wheels”. Sure there 

were some Italian rides, mostly non-vintage, like 

Ferraris, Lamborghinis and Maseratis, but the 

bulk of the examples was American muscle. There 

were theme vehicles, modified vehicles with huge 

foghorns and even a “Beer can” on wheels. Loud 

accelerations, engine rasps and mega bass 

amplifiers overwhelmed the senses. All in all an 

incredible all day parade on both sides of 

Woodward Avenue in continuous traffic; every 

inch of the multi lane thoroughfare and every 

lane carpeted with revelers and passengers 

peering out of open trunks and “Cruzin”. 

Golling provided front of studio spots and 

refreshments. In the showroom amongst the 

many Fiats were several 4Cs including the new 

Spider. Only three of the 4Cs present were for 

sale, and were being offered “at list”. My inquiry 

into possible trade of an Alfa toward either a 4C 

or a Fiat reflected the fact that they would advise 

a private sale rather than trade. 

There was a lot of interest in our line of cars with 

many stopping to take pictures and ask questions. 

Toronto Cruise Night 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

Finally, the weather was with us for our 

September cruise night. The tropical conditions 

and reasonably long daylight hours resulted in a 

good turnout. 

 

Photo by George Beston.  

I always like to see an Alfa that I haven’t had the 

opportunity to appreciate before. On this day, 

John McLaine brought out his newly acquired 

1976 GTV. This is a Euro-spec version of the car 

that arrived in North America as the Alfetta GT. 

 

Photo by George Beston. 



 
This car is very original with a modest 

accumulation of kilometres, particularly given its 

age. I appreciated the very tidy engine 

compartment with its unique air box and Dellorto 

carburetors and the trunk space under the hatch 

afforded by the fuel tank being placed under the 

trunk floor, not behind the seat as in our version. 

The Euro-spec ride height at the front looked just 

right. 

 

Photo by George Beston. 

This is a classic enthusiast’s find. John noticed it 

by the side of the road near Ancaster with a “For 

Sale” sign in the window and a very modest 

asking price. Well bought! 

15w40 vs. 20w50 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

Elio’s contribution this month reminds me that he 

reacted to my comments in the June Update 

concerning the availability and pricing of 

conventional 20w50 motor oil at the retail level. 

Elio has extensive experience in the petroleum 

industry, and I think he’s as qualified as anyone I 

know to have an opinion. For everyday driving 

Elio favours the use of 15w40 motor oil with a 

current CJ-4 rating (C is for compression ignition 

or diesel engines). His specific brand 

recommendation is Shell’s Rotella T motor oil. 

This is based on his respect for Shell’s technology 

and his personal experience with the product. I’ve 

noticed that this oil also carries a current SM 

rating for spark ignition engines. I’ve been 

watching the retail ads and find that Rotella often 

goes on sale, and is also widely available in 5 

quart jugs and 20 quart pails at economical 

prices. Elio noticed a sale at TSC stores recently 

which featured this oil at $3.29 per U.S. quart. 

In a broader sense, the marketplace is already 

telling us that there’s no demand for 20w50, so it 

has very little shelf presence. As a specialty 

product, it commands a full (read “high”) retail 

price. I spotted Honda branded conventional 

20w50 oil in a Honda Powersports showroom a 

couple of weeks ago priced at $9.59 per quart. 

That may not be representative of all 20w50 that 

is available, but I sense a trend. 

So, am I flying in the face of a factory 

recommendation from Alfa Romeo all those years 

ago? The best answer I’ve heard from Elio and 

others is “That was then, and things have 

changed.” Many advances have been made in 

motor oil over the years, and this can be seen in 

the numerous changes in API ratings. Also, Alfa 

was making recommendations for markets 

around the world including many climates much 

warmer than ours, so I can see why they would 

recommend the highest viscosity multi-grade oil 

available at the time. 

A last observation by Elio is that many of the 

Alfas racing at the Glenn recently were using 40 

weight conventional oil for the purpose. I think 

I’m coming around to agreeing with Elio’s point of 

view. 

Road & Track on SPICA 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

The newly-minted October issue of Road & Track 

contains a “Lost Art” article to remind enthusiasts 

about the days of mechanical fuel injection. It 

features Alfa’s now-beloved SPICA system. The 

article is a bit short on technical details, but it 

does go over the basics and provides some 

interesting pictures of the pump and some 

installations. The article includes some material 

from an interview with Wes Ingram and Herb 

Sanborn and gives them appropriate recognition 

for keeping these pumps useful. 

Here’s a quote: “The whole thing looks like 

Leonardo da Vinci tried to design an artificial 

heart, failed, and switched to gyroscopes instead. 

While loaded on Grappa. With the access panels 

off, it’s virtually impossible to look away.” 

 

Image from Road & Track. 



 

Cobble Beach Concours 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

This is the third year of the Cobble Beach 

Concours d’Elegance. Its always received good 

press in the Toronto Star and that has made me 

interested. 

So, Tony Adams and I attended this event out of 

curiosity with no particular expectations. We 

bought tickets on-line with the understanding 

that they were non-refundable. Weather was a big 

issue with rain in the forecast for the 

metropolitan area. I took faith in the 

Environment Canada weather radar which 

showed that the Owen Sound area was not 

experiencing any precipitation. 

I left Cobourg in driving rain, but it seemed to 

diminish as I made my way west on the 401, and 

by the time I got to our rendezvous point at the 

404 and Davis Drive, it was down to a sprinkle. 

True to the weather radar, the sun broke out as 

we were parking in Owen Sound. It was cool and 

breezy all day but it was also bright. Anyone who 

didn’t attend based on Toronto weather really 

missed out. 

 

Photo by George Beston. 

Tony and I were both very pleased with this show. 

The organizers made the day enjoyable by doing a 

particularly good job of taking care of all the 

details from parking, shuttle busses and 

admissions, to access to food and washrooms 

facilities. 

The Concours location was on a fairway of the golf 

course situated by the waterfront on the west side 

of the Sound. Many interesting cars, a display of 

Vincent motorcycles and four antique speed boats 

rounded out the main display area. 

If you arrived early enough, sponsors Cadillac 

and Porsche were providing test drives for those 

who signed up. Deni Bellai, who was there with 

Eileen making a weekend away out of the event, 

took advantage of the Cadillac test drive 

opportunity and thoroughly enjoyed it 

It was evident from the way the show was run 

that the organizers are working towards an event 

of the same quality as Meadowbrook, or perhaps 

even Pebble Beach. They set up classical music in 

the background and an announcer kept the crowd 

appraised of what was going on. The Awards 

Presentation was well done with the three top 

entrants in each category being allowed to drive 

past a seated audience of the judges and pick up 

their trophies from a small team of elegantly 

dressed young ladies. 

There was a “Museum” tent near the entrance to 

the show with about 10 cars in it. The Canadian 

Automotive Museum in Oshawa entered the ex-

Bud McDougald 1750 Gran Sport Zagato Spider 

in this display. It was thoroughly tidied up for the 

occasion and generated a lot of interest among the 

spectators. It was good to see it all cleaned up and 

out of the museum for a change. 

 

Photo by George Beston. 

Finally, the Bugatti Aerolithe re-creation by the 

Guild of Automotive Restorers in Bradford was 

there as a display item. It’s very beautiful in its 

own way. The riveted body sections have a marine 

air about them, reminding me of Jules Verne’s 

Nautilus. David Grainger of the Guild was 

present and patiently answered all questions 

about the car. 

 

Photo by George Beston. 



 

Upcoming ARCC Events 

Regional representatives are requested to send 

your 2015 events calendars to the secretary or the 

editor for inclusion in the next issue. 

Club Alfa Romeo de Montréal  

Date Time Event 

January 24  Annual Meeting and Lunch 

February 21  Tech Session 

March 28  Cabane à Sucre 

April 18  Lunch Meeting 

May 9  Springtime Tour 

May 23  Laurentians Fun Rallye 

June 6  Grand Prix Expo (Club Fiat) 

June 7  Grand Prix Expo, Barbeque 

June 14  
Fathers’ Day Veterans 

Tribute Car Show 

June 21  Fathers’ Day Tribute Car Show 

June 20-21  Ottawa Italian Festival 

June 22-28  AROC USA Convention 

July 5  Fiat Breakout - Montréal 

July 25  Mid-Summer Drive 

August 8  Italian Car Day, Woodbridge 

August 22-23  Raduno Estivo, Kingston 

Sept 12  Super Auto Show, Mirabel 

Sept 19-20  Lake Placid Road Trip 

Sept 27  Raduno Montebello 

October 3  Vineyard Tour 

October 17  Fall Colours Drive 

November 28  Holiday Party 

Alfa Romeo Club of Edmonton 

Date Time Event 

May 2  Tech session – “up your hoist” 

June 14  Reynolds History Road 

June 20  Solstice Rally 

August   Viva Italia 

Sept 12   Concourse 

Toronto Chapter  

Date Time Event 

May-October, 

First Tuesday 
7:00 pm Cruise Night – La Paloma 

May 18  Victoria Day Pancake Drive 

June 21  VARAC Vintage Festival 

June 22-28  AROC USA Convention 

June 28  Rattlesnake Point Run 

August 8  Italian Car Day, Woodbridge 

August 22-23  Raduno Estivo, Kingston 

Sept 27  Raduno Montebello 

Calgary Alfa Marque Society  

Date Time Event 

May 24  Airport Tunnel Car Show 

May 29  Garage Tour 

June14  Reynolds Museum Show 

July 19  Stanley Park European Car Show 

Alfa Romeo Club - Ottawa  

Date Time Event 

May 9  Springtime Tour 

May 23  Laurentians Fun Rallye 

June 20-21  Ottawa Italian Festival 

Sept 27  Raduno Montebello 

Alfa Romeo Club of Canada 

National Executive Club mail 

Alex Csank President (514) 771-9513 alfaromeodriveralex@gmail.com Alfa Romeo Club of Canada 

Mark Willis Western VP (403) 668-0379 mark.willis@cnrl.com P.O. Box 62, Station Q 

Tony Adams Eastern VP (905) 642-3749 tony.adamsinsj@sympatico.ca Toronto 

George Beston Treasurer  (905) 375-8736 gbeston@eagle.ca Ontario M4T 2L7 

Christine Pickering Secretary (416) 498-6553 christine.pickering@gmail.com Canada 

 Messages (416) 499-7129 

 Fax (416) 499-4517 

Regional Contacts ARCC Update  

Don Best BC (604) 939-5056 dlbest@telus.net Editor  George Beston  
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