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Alfa Dogs at the 31st Annual
VARAC Vintage Racing
Festival
The 2010 Festival saw a trunk load of Alfas racing.
The entire Alfa Dogs team was present along with a
couple of Giulietta Spiders from New York.

as with brakes and an oil leak. His weekend was not
wholly successful – more about that later. The rest
of the team had a good practice day. I couldn‟t be
there as it was the last day of classes at my school.
However, Geoff‟s wife Candace was able to get more
experience behind the wheel in my absence. She
commented on how much more predictable Fil was
to drive now that he‟s been stiffened with a full cage
and heavy race springs.

The photo below shows the Alfa Dogs, left to right:
 44, Andre Gagne, 1972 GTV
 99, Geoff Layne, 1983 Alfetta GTV6
 24, Doug Paraschuk, 1972 Spider
 23, Vytas Svedas, 1966 Giulia Sprint GT
 105, Christopher Creighton, 1972 GTV
 99, Joe Cannella, 1969 GTV

The weather forecast for Saturday predicted a 60%
chance of thunderstorms in the afternoon and it
looked like it was going to be a repeat of last year‟s
Festival Saturday. The racing gods were smiling on
us however and save for a few drops of rain early in
the afternoon, we had a dry race day. I set a new
personal best time of 1:52.079 in the qualifying
session and was very pleased that I was able to run

by Christopher Creighton, Toronto

Photo by Christopher Creighton.
All cars were on track for the Friday Practice day.
Geoff Layne (1986 Alfetta GTV6, #99) made his
season debut with his as yet unsorted car. He
experienced some difficulties with the clutch as well

with many of the guys who easily passed me last
year. Of course, speed is a relative thing as the guys
at the front of our large grid were lapping more
than 20 seconds a lap quicker than I was. Joe was
the quickest of the Alfa Dogs (with the exception of
Geoff who is racing on the G70+ grid) with a
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1:43.209, followed by Doug Paraschuk in his
immaculate Spider at 1:47.024, the ever quicker
Vytas Svedas at 1:47.302 and Andre Gagne with a
1:47.702.
The Saturday afternoon race was long – 27 minutes!
That may not sound like much when we‟re used to
watching 90 minute F1 races or 3 hour NASCAR
epics but for an out-of-shape middle aged guy with
limited racing experience, 27 minutes is a very long
race. Suffice to say that after a race long battle with
a BMW 2002, an MGB, a couple of Fiat Spiders and
a TVR, I was very relieved to see the chequered flag.
Saturday was also a very hot and humid day and
despite my jury rigged water bottle arrangement,
dehydration was a growing problem.
The 1 hour „Just for Fun‟ enduro always provides
the opportunity to try new lines and experiment
with braking and turn-in points. With the exception
of the mandatory five minute break half way
through the event, it‟s a great way to get an
extended practice session at Mosport. I decided that
I would take full advantage of the event and do the
entire enduro myself, after all, an hour of „seat time‟
is always a good thing to have, right? Well, what‟s
good in theory isn‟t always workable in practice. I
hadn‟t really thought to consider the heat as a
factor in staying behind the wheel for an hour. I was
pretty much OK until the half way mandatory stop.
The car was running well and the stop was a chance
to cool off a bit. However, about 5 minutes into the
second half of the race, I began to feel cramps in my
hands, legs and feet. I kept drinking water and
pressing on but it came to the point where I was in
so much discomfort that I was greatly distracted.
That is not a good state to be in when driving a race
car (even a relatively slow one) at speed. I made it
to the 51 minute mark before I had to abandon my
plan to do the full hour. Next year, Candace and I
will team up in Fil for the enduro.
Candace had mentioned and I noticed on Saturday
morning that Fil had a pronounced vibration by the
end of the Andretti straight. That‟s the point where
the car is going the fastest and it was determined
that it was likely an imbalanced wheel so I removed
the fronts and took them to the „tire guy‟ for
balancing. This did not fix the problem however and
I decided that it must have been the rears so the
plan was to have them checked first thing the next
morning.
Sunday dawned bright and warm following a heavy
rain late Saturday night. Another tip o‟ the hat to
those racing gods… I make the hour and twenty
minute drive from Schomberg every day because I
don‟t camp and I prefer to sleep in my own bed. I
left extra early that day to make sure that I would
have time to have the wheels balanced before our

morning race. The problem was that the „tire guy‟
was no where to be found. His kids were looking for
him, a bunch of the BMW guys were looking for him
– even an MGTC guy was trying to track him down.
I had resigned myself to sitting out the morning
race when Vytas offered to loan me a pair of his
older, not-so-legal wheels and tires. I was both
desperate and thankful as I bolted them onto Fil. I
made it out just in time to make the formation lap
and had a great race as a result.
So typical of Vintage racing in general and Alfa
vintage racing in particular is the camaraderie. I‟m
always just a bit amazed at how helpful the drivers
and fixers are. If someone has a part or advice that
you need, they will gladly loan it to you so that you
can get back on the track. Vytas was still checking
tire pressure on the „loaners‟ as I was hurriedly
strapping myself into Fil. That‟s class!
I had a very exciting morning race with another
race-long dice with several competitors. The
previously mentioned stiffening of Fil‟s chassis and
suspension have had a significant effect on my
ability to race wheel to wheel. I‟m now confident
enough in my ability to hold any line through a
corner. That‟s a big confidence boost for me.
By the Sunday afternoon feature race(s), Geoff
Layne had decided to put his Alfetta GTV6 on the
trailer as the brakes were acting up and his clutch
was still giving him grief. Also, he realized that he
still needed to make some suspension modifications
to settle „Morty‟ down through the corners. Vytas
was having difficulties that came to a head when he
started his car for the feature only to have a big gob
of water blow out the exhaust. It became obvious
that there was a problem when he couldn‟t start the
car on the false grid and when it was cranked over
without any plugs, the fountain almost soaked Ken
Lee and Tony, Vytas‟ dad. We‟re hoping to hear that
it was just a head gasket. Andre had spun going
into 5 in the morning race and broken his new, Joe
Cannella-built custom headers so he was limping.
Joe and Doug were still running well and I finally
had my rear wheels back so I was ready to go. The
feature was another good race with (by now) the
usual suspects. The temperature had dropped a bit
and it was actually a very comfortable race. I was
kind of sad knowing that the weekend, with race
after exciting race, was almost over.
The 31st Annual VARAC Vintage Racing Festival
was by any measure, a great success. It was truly
impressive to see the ever changing line-up of
classic Alfas congregate at the Alfa Dogs paddock.
The long row of racing and street Alfas on display
was, I think, a fitting tribute to this great marque

on this, the centennial of its existence and the
spectacle was a big attraction to the spectators.

Alfa Century Convention

Spotted at the Vintage Festival

No doubt the AROC convention will be covered in
full detail in future issues of the Alfa Owner, but to
dispel any doubts I can assure everyone that this
was a block buster event. My “Better Half” and I
signed up for the Targa Florio Tribute Tour ahead
of the convention as well as the full five days of the
event so we enjoyed a whole week of Alfa
immersion.

by George Beston, Cobourg
One amazing and so far non-racing Alfa was at the
track during the VARAC Vintage Festival weekend.
I‟m referring to Cunliffe Clare‟s Alfetta GT. It looks
pretty innocent – a white car with a modest black
stripe down the side and a hood with the serpent
rampant on a black panel. Most Alfisti would
probably notice the Euro-style bumpers and signal
lights. What isn‟t apparent right away is that it‟s
powered by an Alfa Montreal V8 engine! This is one
of those project cars you hear rumours about and
never know what to believe. For at least five years I
have been aware that Joe Canella was working on
this vehicle, but had no idea what stage it was at.
It‟s great to see it on the road, and hopefully a full
article can be done on it some time soon.
Congratulations are in order to the owner and
everyone who contributed to it.

by George Beston, Cobourg

8C 2300 Castagna Spider at Simeone Musem. Photo
by George Beston.

Photo by Colin Kennedy.

Photo by Ken Lee.

The Tribute Tour started with a visit to the Simone
Foundation museum. This museum is a „must see‟
attraction that is worth a trip to Philadelphia all on
its own. We were treated to a special display of the
Alfa Romeos in the collection ranging from an RL
SS to examples of 6C and 8C Alfas from the 1930‟s
and a post war 6C2500 and Tipo 33.

Tipo 33 TT12. Photo by George Beston.
Dr. Fred Simone gave us a talk on each of the cars,
and then invited the gathering to choose any two of
them for a demonstration on the three acre paved
lot behind the museum. Collectively we chose a
Zagato-bodied 8C 2300 Monza and an 8C 2900.

Sure enough, these two beautifully restored and
precious cars were wheeled outside, started up and
driven around the lot for our amusement. It was a
real thrill to hear them start and run and watch
them in action. We also had time to look over the
rest of this noteworthy collection and peruse the
small shop, which resulted in a number of us buying
“The Spirit of Competition” a beautiful coffee-table
book that outlines the histories of the cars in the
collection.
After lunch at the Museum, the “Targa Florio” part
of the tour started in earnest with a lightning-quick
drive along back roads through some lush and
beautiful countryside to the location of D.L. George
Coachworks in Cochranville, PA. Located in a rural
setting, the shop greeted us with a GTA and a 6C
1750 GS Zagato Spider out front, and inside with a
display of various older Alfa engines, an 8C2300
Monza and an Alfa Romeo-based race car “special”
from Argentina once driven by J.M. Fangio.

Touring Spider, about eight Montreals together at
the concours, and four or five 1900 coupes from the
mid-fifties, each one with unique bodywork.

Tipo 33 Stradale and TZ2. Photo by George Beston.
The requisite track day was at Summit Point,
W.Virginia which is about 30 miles west of
Frederick. The autocross was in a parking area of a
local baseball field and the concours was at the
beautiful Stone House Country Club.

A gallery of Sprint Speciales at the Concorso. Photo
by George Beston
Volpe Special at D.L. George Coachworks. Photo by
Alma Beston.
It was amazing to watch a classy restoration shop
working at full tilt. It seemed that the main focus of
activities the day we were there involved a certain
Bugatti headed for Pebble Beach this year.
The second day of the tour included visits to Ledew
Gardens in the morning and a local winery in the
afternoon. This involved a lot more spirited driving
through Pennsylvania and Maryland countryside,
and finally to the convention Hotel in Frederick.
The Convention itself was very well attended.
There were 250 Alfas registered for the Concours
alone and I heard about 580 enthusiasts and their
family members came along for the ride and
registered for at least some events.. It was a little
overwhelming trying to get around to view all the
cars and visit with everyone I wanted to see.
Notable Alfa sightings included a TZ2 and Tipo 33
Stradale (ex Henry Wessels, I‟m told), an 8C 2300

Other activities included a TSD rally on Friday, a
gimmick rally on Saturday, tech seminars and
more.
To ensure that everyone was totally amused
through the time of the convention, there was a tour
of Frederick, itself a beautiful and historic city, and
three separate tours of Washington DC. Needless to
say, it was impossible to do every event, so some
choices had to be made.
The organizers told us that the Canadians
registered to attend the convention represented one
of the larger regional groups there. Maybe so, but
we were in no danger of dominating anything from
a numbers perspective. Our group brought one
truly unique car to the convention, Phil Gicante‟s
ES 30. Oddly enough, my own Alfetta was the only
car there just like it. If I‟d brought my Spider
Junior, it would have been one of about 20 red
round-tail spiders present!

Alfetta Odyssey

enough pressure, so I‟ve fitted a new cap since
getting back home.

by George Beston, Cobourg

Of course, it wouldn‟t be an Alfetta experience if the
need didn‟t arise to be my own mechanic on at least
one occasion. This trip, it was a case of the starter
refusing to work after a rest stop on Interstate 95 in
Delaware.
Fortunately, the slope of the lot
facilitated a bump start, and I kept the engine
running through one fuel stop and another rest stop
along the New Jersey Turnpike. After reaching our
Stamford, CT destination and verifying that all
battery connections were tight and that the starter
still wouldn‟t work, I called it a day and started
considering my options.

We decided to use our Alfetta to attend the Alfa
Century event for a few reasons, the biggest one
being that we would be away for two weeks, and
living out of our Spider for that length of time could
get tedious. So, our plan roughly was to leave home
on Saturday June 19, arrive in Philadelphia on
Sunday afternoon, participate in the Targa Florio
Tribute Tour and attend “Alfa Century”. The plan
for the second week would include driving north
along the Atlantic coast so that we would end up in
Woodstock N.B. to attend a wedding we‟d been
invited to attend on July 3, the second Saturday
away from home.
Generally, our Alfetta has been running well.
Despite its 124,000 miles, it has good even
compression, and burns oil at a modest rate.
Furthermore, new driveshaft doughnuts installed
by Pino last fall have made the Alfetta very smooth
running at highway speeds. Finally, new tires were
installed in May of this year which means the
Alfetta was as ready as it could ever be for such a
trip.
I decided to take along enough tools and parts so
that I could change plugs, add brake or clutch fluid,
change a fan belt, and of course, change a flat tire. I
took five one litre bottles of Quaker State 20W50
with me, with one of them being only half full. The
final preparation was to replace a Schraeder valve
insert in my spare tire to get it to hold air!
As a nod to modernity, I set up our GPS device and
ipod to use during our travels.
The only thing that worked against us was the
weather. Record high temperatures and humidity
levels made the trip a lot more tiring for driver and
passenger than expected. All we could do was to
take full advantage of the extra ventilation provided
by the sunroof and crank open the windows and
vents as much as possible to get good air flow
through the cabin.
The Alfetta felt the heat and ran hotter than
normal, although coolant temperature did seem to
remain under the control of the thermostat. I was a
bit startled to see the catch tank absolutely full of
coolant when I shut the engine down after the first
day, and after one other long hard run in the heat.
The second occurrence gave a small clue in that I
could hear a slight sound of boiling or cavitation of
coolant. Turning on the ignition to let the fan run
stopped the sound quickly, and reduced the level in
the catch tank before the rad switch turned the fan
off. I figure that the radiator cap wasn‟t holding

The next morning I discovered that trying to crank
the engine did not dim headlights at all. That lead
to me checking the wiring near the starter. Pushing
on the connector between the wire from the ignition
switch and the solenoid got the starter working
again, (such a relief!) and it didn‟t fail me for the
rest of the trip.
Overall, the Alfetta seemed to run better as the trip
progressed, I suspect the advance mechanism in the
Marelli distributor might have been sticking
slightly when the trip began, and freed itself up
with frequent use.
Our final day was a marathon run from Woodstock,
N.B. home to Cobourg, a distance of 1,170 km
according to our GPS. We made it in about 15 hours
which included stops for lunch, fuel, supper and a
one hour air conditioned break at the large mall in
Pointe Claire, Quebec.
In all, our trip covered just over 3,100 miles. Fuel
consumption was about 22 mpg (U.S.), but
American fuel prices of around $3.00 per gallon
eased the fuel cost burden for me. Oil consumption
was still modest at roughly three litres.
No
complaints there!
This was a great trip for the Alfetta. Now at 127,000
miles it‟s running as well as it ever did. It shows
just what an older Alfa can do when it‟s in decent
shape. I hope this experience inspires others to get
out there and reap some reward from their
investment by putting the miles on.

More Alfa Century Photos
by J.T. Pickering, Toronto

Above, the class of the convention – Gordon Barrett’s
8C2300 Touring Spider.
Below, Phil Gicante’s ES30.
At right, the 100th anniversary cake with which we
celebrated Alfa Romeo’s 100th birthday on June 24.
Photos by J.T. Pickering.

An

Top left is the new 8C Competizione Spider.
Center left is a Tipo 33/3.
Bottom is a pair of 1900 Coupes, before and after a
lot of work!
Below – who says Americans don’t have a sense of
humour?
Photos by J.T. Pickering.

Upcoming ARCC Events
Toronto Chapter
Date
April 24

Time
10 am

Event
Tech Session
Pinarello Motori
May 6
7 pm
Cruise Night La Paloma
May 16
10 am
Canadian Automotive
Museum / Sunday drive
June 3
7 pm
Cruise Night La Paloma
June 19-20 TBD
Vintage Festival/Drive
June 23-27
AROC Alfa Century
July 8
7 pm
Cruise Night La Paloma
July 11
TBD
Sunday Drive
July 17-18 TBD
Toronto / Detroit
Rendezvous - Camlachie
August 5
7 pm
Cruise Night La Paloma
August 8
TBD
Sunday Drive
August 22
TBD
Wine Tour or BBQ
Sept. 2
7 pm
Cruise Night La Paloma
Sept.10-12 TBD
Alfas at the Glen
Sept. 26
TBD
Europa Rally
Oct. 3
TBD
Fall Tour
Oct. 7
TBD
Cruise Night La Paloma
Nov. 2
TBD
Director‟s Meeting &
Pub Night - Cam‟s Place
Nov. 27
TBD
Holiday Dinner
That‟s Italian
N.B. – Unofficial cruise nights happen every
Thursday at La Paloma during the season.

Ottawa Chapter
Date
May 8
May 30
June18
June 19

Time
3:30
pm
TBD
6 pm
10 am
1 pm
2 pm
3 pm
6 pm
pm

Event
Where are all the Italian
Cars?
Oxford Mills Car Show
Weekend Fest Registration
– Frank‟s
Italian Day parade
registration – Frank‟s
Lunch
Parade
Italian Car Show
Banquet

Alfa Romeo Club of Edmonton
Date
April
May
June
July

Time
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

August 3-7
September
October
December

TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Event
Tech Session - Lionel‟s
Spring road trip
Rally / Road Trip
European Car Meet
Calgary
Rock-N-August
Fall Road Trip
Annual Italian Dinner
Christmas tree hunt

Calgary Alfa Marque Society
Date
May 6
June 3
July 8
July 17
August 5
September
2
October 7

Time
7 pm
7 pm
7 pm
10 am
7 pm
7 pm

Event
Cruise Night
Cruise Night
Cruise Night
European Classic Car Show
Cruise Night
Cruise Night

6 pm

Cruise Night

Events of General Interest
 AROC National Convention. Frederick, Maryland,
June 23-27.
 Alfa Romeo Centennario. Milano, June, 26-27
 Ferrari Shell Historic Challenge. Mont
Tremblant, July 9-11
 Pittsburgh Vintage GP. July 24-25
 Vintage Grand Prix. Watkins Glen, Sept. 9-11

Alfa Romeo Club of Canada
National Executive
Read Collacott

President

(613) 489-3192

Harry Hamilton

Western VP

(403) 463-2235

Tony Adams

Eastern VP

(416) 222-2406

Jack Thompson

Past President (780) 481-1708

George Beston

Treasurer

(905) 372-3552

Christine Pickering Secretary
Messages
Fax

(416) 498-6553
(416) 499-7129
(416) 499-4517

Regional Contacts
Don Best

Vancouver

(604) 939-5056

Mark Willis

Calgary

(403) 668-0379

Chesley Wells

Edmonton

(403) 963-9199

Anthony Tersigni

Toronto

(905) 918-0457

Jack Livingstone

Ottawa

(613) 232-6335

Yves Boulanger

Montréal

(450) 692-7478
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