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President’s Letter
by Alex Csank, Vankleek Hill
Summer Reflections
I am writing this letter just a few short days
before Diane and I head to the hotel in PointeClaire for the ALFA expo17 convention. We, along
with other members of the convention planning
team have been very busy for what seems like an
awfully long time getting everything ready. In the
coming months, we’ll share photos, articles and
stories about the convention and its many events.
But for this month’s letter, I’ll write of other
things...
I’m a dad. I’ve been lucky enough to have been
able to watch my children grow up and become
adults. There have been a few difficult moments
as my kids asserted their independence when
they were younger, but I am very proud of my two
sons who have both become strong, active and
inspiring young men.
A few days ago, my eldest son, Dr. Adam Z.
Csank, who is a paleoclimatologist, living in
Truckee, California and working at the University
of Nevada in Reno, stopped by for a nice visit. As
has become his habit, he was on his way up to
Resolute Bay, Nunavut where he and his
associates will prepare to head out even further
afield to conduct scientific research for most of the
summer. He turns 37 this month, so we threw a
small birthday dinner for him and discussed his
plans. They will be using modern 4-wheelers to
get around once they get dropped off on the island
where they will be gathering samples. These
machines should allow them to cover lots of
terrain, and outrun the polar bears if necessary.
His brother Alex J. also came along, bringing his
girlfriend Chelsea. Alex works in I.T. (and wears
lots of other hats) at a small Montreal company
which provides software and hardware to help
retail businesses manage their sales and
inventory, like Cineplex theatres.

It was really great to see them both, and to get a
chance to visit. But what struck me as we spoke,
was how my lifelong interest in all things mobile
seems to have been passed along to my sons.
Adam has owned lots of interesting cars, and just
bought a brand new VW Golf Alltrack wagon. He
looked at many other AWD cars (he lives in the
mountains near Lake Tahoe), but finally settled
on the VW because it has an available manual
transmission. That’s MY boy! Meanwhile, Alex –
whose first car was a bright red 1987 Milano – is
running the Cabot Trail this week with Chelsea
on his 1975 Honda CB400F motorcycle, which he
puts back inside a minivan for highway travel. He
is building a 1976 Honda 550 Café Racer in his
spare time, and just helped his old man by doing
the bulk of the work swapping a new (used) motor
into my 1982 Honda Goldwing GL1100. So,
although I know that many younger people either
can’t drive manual transmissions, or prefer using
automatics, my sons clearly prefer “rowing their
own” gears. I guess those lessons I gave them, and
watching their dad have some driving fun paid
off!
Here’s hoping that each of you gets to spend some
time shifting gears and driving some twisty roads
this summer.
Rev high!
Alex
(514) 771-9513
alfaromeodriveralex@gmail.com

AROC Goes to Italy, 2017
by George Beston, Cobourg
2017 Mille Miglia
One of the last activities on the 2017 AROC Goes
to Italy tour was to attend the start of this year’s
Mille Miglia.
This isn’t just a special year for Canada and the
Alfa Romeo Montreal. It happens to be the 90th
anniversary of the beginning of the Mille Miglia,
the 60th anniversary of the last running of the
Mille Miglia as a road race, and the 30th
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In recent years, I have heard and read that this is
an event well worth attending and even
participating in, if possible. If I’m not mistaken,
the Mille Miglia is pretty much restricted to cars
made in or before 1957, in keeping with the
commemorative aspect of the event. And, no, I
don’t have an explanation for the presence of
fairly late model Ferraris with participants’
stickers on them that were frequently spotted
around Brescia that day!
On the day of the start, Thursday, May 18, we
travelled by coach from our hotel on the Garda
Riviera and travelled to the centre of Brescia for
the gathering of the cars, visiting the main
squares where participants register. The coach
dropped us off about a ten-minute walk away, and
all we had to do was to follow the crowd to where
the action was. There was some official business
going on with marshals directing participants to
line up in certain areas or along particular
streets. As spectators we enjoyed the sights and
sounds of these amazing cars as they manoeuvred
through crowds on their way to registration and
then took advantage of the opportunity to take
pictures where they were parked for staging.

I was most impressed with the participating
vehicles. Cars that few of us could afford to own,
and that we’d likely keep under glass if we did,
were present in force. On top of that, they were
mostly showing a little road dirt, soot on their
body work near the end of the exhaust pipe, and
were clearly being driven with verve and
enthusiasm. The participants were more diverse
than I expected in both age and gender.

Here’s an image of a stunning 8C 2300 Monza
from the U.K that was being driven to its staging
spot as we walked by. I had to tear myself away
from it. Photo by George Beston.
After lunch, we got back on the coach and drove
out to the Mille Miglia museum where more of the
competitors were parked. We toured this very
worthwhile museum and checked out the
participating cars that were being staged on the
museum grounds.

This picture of a well prepared 1900, entered as a
1900C Super Sprint Touring, demonstrates the
level of spectator interest in the marshalling area.
Photo by George Beston.
We also had an opportunity to shop at a pop-up
Alfa Romeo store in the main square. Entry was
restricted in that area, but our identification
badges for the tour seemed to suffice to get us in
so that we could shop. I was not having fun
looking at the prices and converting from Euros
into Loonies, but Alma broke down and bought
me an Alfa Romeo mug with a carbon fibre handle
that was allegedly designed in cooperation with
Centro Stile. Oh well, at least I didn’t leave
empty-handed.

This gorgeous 1947 6C 2500 SS with beautifully
preserved or restored Colli bodywork made a
powerful statement. Photo by George Beston.
There were two 1900s that were a feast for the
eyes. First was a 1900 SS Zagato in the company
of a contemporary Ferrari. A 1954 1900 C Sprint
Cabriolet with PininFarina coach work was also
close by. I’m not sure I’ve ever seen another 1900
Cabriolet.

Above, 1900 SS Zagato. Below, 1900 C Sprint
Cabriolet. Photos by George Beston.

When the main event started we watched as
participants drove along the road outside the
museum. The atmosphere was festive, and the
competitors were roundly applauded as they
passed. Other non-participating cars were also
proceeding along the route and enjoying the
crowd.
Among the Alfas participating, it turned out to be
an education in 1750s. I thought for sure this car
was a 1500 given the perpendicular grille, but the
program has it as a 1931 1750 Gran Sport.

6C 1750 Gran Sport. Photo by George Beston.
This 1932 1750 Gran Sport stood out for having
some features similar to both Zagato and Touring
bodied Alfas. It turns out that the bodywork was
done by Brianza.

Brianza Gran Sport. Photo by George Beston.
I can’t pretend there were no interesting
participants from other makes. There were
multitudes of them, British, French, German and
American, some familiar, and some, not so much.
I was pleased to see a Mercedes gullwing 300SL
in the morning. As the day wore on I realized
there must have been twenty of them
participating. Again a Mercedes, this 1928 710
SSK was a real show stopper thundering along
with its enormous seven litre straight eight.

Mercedes SSK. Photo by George Beston.
Photo by George Beston.
At a glance, this car could have passed as an 8C
2300 Monza, but the program has it as another
1931 Gran Sport.

The tour will be repeated in 2018. For info please
visit:
http://www.aroc-usa.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/06/AROCGoesToItalyBroch
ure.pdf

ALFA expo17 - Merci à tous!
by Alex Csank, Vankleek Hill

In every registration goodie bag. Photo by Alex
Csank.
Convention poster.

So, what happened at ALFA expo17?

Providing a taste of the rich history and
geography, the flavours, and the sights and
sounds of North America’s largest Frenchspeaking metropolis, this year’s combined AROC
and Alfa Romeo Club of Canada (ARCC)
convention in Montréal was just a bit different
from most. But, like ALL gatherings of Alfa
Romeo enthusiasts, it was the camaraderie we
share whenever we get together, catching up with
our old Alfa friends, and making new ones. That
is the hallmark – and the very best part – of every
annual convention.

On Monday, several Alfas and other cars and
their intrepid passengers met up in Kingston
Ontario, to take part in the three day Voyageur
driving tours.

Alfa club members from the numerous chapters of
AROC, the ARA and ARCC poured in, arriving in
planes, trains and automobiles (mostly Alfas)
from all across the USA and Canada. Some came
from as far away as Washington, California,
Texas and Florida, and we even had guests from
as far away as France! They all arrived to help
celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary, Montréal’s
375th birthday and the 50th anniversary of the
unveiling of the Alfa Romeo Montreal prototype
at Montréal’s Expo ’67 World’s Fair. And come
they did! We counted over 125 Alfas, old and new,
in the convention hotel’s parking lot on Saturday
afternoon, with at least 430 folks in attendance
during our fun filled four day Alfa party.

Photo by Marc Faubert.
With Alfas dating from as early as 1954 to a few
brand new Giulias and 4Cs, they wound their way
north along the banks of the historic Rideau
Canal, enjoying plenty of scenic rest stops, visits
to historic sites and parks, and some great meals.
After enjoying a taste of Ottawa and Gatineau,
the tours meandered towards Montréal to join the
convention on Wednesday afternoon.

On Thursday, after the Time Trials for some, and
a city bus tour for others, folks were treated to a
horse drawn buggy ride, a traditional maple
flavoured meal and some good old Quebec style
fiddle music at an historic Maple Syrup camp on a
hillside in the country to the west of Montréal.

(French and English) format was used. At the
dinner, we enjoyed quiet music by a local jazz trio,
and a presentation about the upcoming 2018
convention in Olympia, Washington.
The weather was great on Sunday, as the Alfas
found their way into Montréal’s Little Italy to join
up with many other Italian cars for the combined
annual Fiat Breakout and ALFA expo17
Concorso. The city even renamed Alma Street to
Alfa Street for the day!

Rue Alfa for the day! Photo by George Beston.
Sucrerie de la Montagne. Photo by Alma Beston.
Late on Friday morning, Montréal’s famous
Orange Julep drive-in restaurant was flooded
with Alfas, as we enjoyed our lunch of steamed
hot dogs, poutine and sweet Orange Julep drinks
before setting out on a challenging Gimmick
Rally, which gave participants a chance to see a
bit of the city and some of the surrounding
countryside on Montréal’s South Shore ... and a
little rain. As a result, Friday’s Cook Out became
a Cook In, but the rain stopped just long enough
for us to enjoy Wes Ingram’s parking lot
presentation about the history of the Alfa
Montreal and his interview of a few owners with
their cars.

With over 200 cars in attendance, including many
stunning Alfas, the convention concluded with an
outdoor Awards Reception offering Prosecco and
cake in a nearby park under a canopy of trees.

One of several cakes served at the Concorso
Awards Presentation. Photo by Alex Csank.
This quick summary of ALFA expo17 will be
followed by more in depth coverage in an
upcoming issue of this magazine. We will include
detailed results from the Time Trials and
Autocross, and provide lots more information and
photos about the Gimmick Rally, the social
events, our Concorso and all the rest of our fun
events. Who knows? You might even be in a few of
our photos. Stay tuned!
An Alfa Montreal on its 50th anniversary. Photo by
Alma Beston.
Saturday’s weather was better, and the well
attended Autocross and second of the bus tours
was followed by our annual Convention Banquet
at the hotel, which was the first time a bilingual

Alfa Romeo Club of Edmonton

Upcoming ARCC Events
Regional representatives are requested to send
your 2017 events calendars to the secretary or the
editor for inclusion in the next issue.

Date
1st Saturday

Time
Monthly

Event
Alfas & Espresso, LaSalle Alfa

April 23

10:00am

Springtime First Drive

May 7

9:00am

May 21

10:00am

June 10

1:00pm

Montréal City Gimmick Rally
Gatineau Hills Road Adventure
with ARCO
Grand Prix BBQ

June 11

12:00pm

Veteran's Hospital Tribute

June 17

Italian Car Parade in Ottawa

July 13-16

ALFA expo17 Convention
9:00am

August 13

9:00am

September 9-10

Fiat Breakout
Drive with Scuderia Alfa
Romeo
Overnight Road Trip

Time

July 13-16

ALFA expo17 Convention

Time

Date
1st Tuesday

Time
Monthly

Event
Cruise Night, La Paloma

April 5

7:00pm

AGM

April 22

10:00am

Auto Detailing Seminar

May 7

9:00am

Go-kart event, Downsview

May 22

9:00am

Victoria Day Pancake Drive

June 4

TBD

Member Appreciation BBQ

June 16-18

TBD

Vintage Festival, Mosport

June 25

10:00am

Rattlesnake Run

July 9

10:00am

Sun Collision Event
ALFA expo17 Convention

July 13-16

September 24

10:00am

Radunno Montebello

October 14

9:00am

Autumn Leaves Tour

August 27

10:00am

November 25

2:00pm

Holiday Party

September 17

10:00am

Date

June 17
July 13-16

ALFA expo17 Convention

September 24

Radunno Montebello

10:00am

9:00am

September 24

Event
Gatineau Hills Road Adventure
with CARM
Italian Car Parade in Ottawa

May 21

Time

Event
ALFA expo17 Convention

Toronto Chapter

August 13

Alfa Romeo Club - Ottawa

Event

Calgary Alfa Marque Society
Date
July 13-16

Club Alfa Romeo de Montréal

July 16

Date

Italian Car Day, Woodbridge
Italian Gathering, Forks of
the Credit
Drive & Wine Tour, Niagara
Radunno Montebello

October 15

9:00am

Fall Colours Drive

November 25

6:00pm

Holiday Dinner Party
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