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President’s Letter  
by Alex Csank, Vankleek Hill 

Alfisti, 

Winter came a bit earlier than usual this year for 

many of us. As I’m writing this letter, Diane and I 

have already used the snow blower and shovels 

and the ‘Ice-Melt’ stuff to clear our driveway and 

steps and such several times, and we’re just 

breaking into the first days of December. ‘Sofia’, 

our 1991 Spider Veloce has been safely put to bed 

for a few months, while ‘Jenny’, our 2012 Abarth 

500 rests behind her, filling our garage to full 

capacity. As usual, the tanks are full of high-

octane gas, a trickle charger is plugged in (I 

alternate it between the cars over the winter) and 

all the fluids have been checked and topped up. 

The trunks and interiors have been cleared of 

unnecessary items, and we scattered nice-

smelling dryer sheets, mothball packets and cut 

up bits of ‘Irish Spring’ soap (on plastic container 

lids) throughout to keep the mice out. The tires 

are just a bit over-inflated to help prevent flat 

spotting, and we always keep the windows just 

slightly open, with a gap of about 1/4 inch or so 

for ventilation and humidity reduction. This 

system seems to work reasonably well. 

An Alfa Christmas Story 

Although I haven’t got any fun driving stories to 

relate from the past month, I was reminded 

recently of the Holiday Season back in 2002 while 

I was in the Canadian Navy, living in Norfolk, 

Virginia. The Canadian Admiral serving at a 

NATO appointment there had been the Captain of 

my first operational ship in the mid 1980’s. His 

name was ‘Dusty’ Miller. He and his wife Ann 

lived in an old, stately home in Norfolk, where 

they hosted an annual Holiday Party for all the 

Canadians in the area.  

That year I had just recently retrieved my 1969 

Spider 1300 Junior from getting a beautiful shiny 

new coat of red paint and a refreshed interior, 

and the weather looked great for the party. So, I 

was planning to drive my little ragtop to the 

party. 

Photo by Alex Csank. 

But as I was getting ready to leave, I heard a big 

commotion outside. I went out to check on things 

and when I switched on the porch lights, I was 

amazed by what I saw! There in my backyard was 

a big old red sleigh, complete with a team of what 

looked like harnessed caribou, and a portly old 

fellow, wearing a Santa suit. I asked him what he 

was doing in my yard. He responded that he had 

a party to get to very nearby, but had to give his 

team – of what he called “reindeer” – a little rest 

and needed a place to park the sleigh for a while. 

Photo by Steve Coldewe. 

He seemed harmless enough and besides, I do like 

caribou, so I got some water and carrots for his 

team and asked him where he was going. He told 



 
me that he was actually supposed to be at the 

Canadian Admiral’s party in just a few minutes. 

Well, that is when he saw my Spider! Jokingly, 

he said that he would love to show up in a sexy 

little Italian car instead of his tired old sleigh. 

And that gave me an idea! On a whim, I just 

tossed him my keys and said “Keep the revs below 

7500, and bring her back in one piece!” With that, 

he threw his big bag of goodies into the passenger 

seat, fired her up, and headed down the driveway 

yelling “Wooo-hooo! I’m riding in Italian style 

tonight!” Anyway, I didn’t want to leave the 

animals all alone to destroy the yard, so I stuck 

around. The party was just a few blocks away, 

and I figured that the old guy would be back 

pretty soon, as his animals and ‘vintage sleigh’ 

were likely worth more than my Spider anyway. 

Sure enough, he came back about an hour or two 

later with the car intact, and everything looking 

ok. He thanked me for the loan of the car and told 

me about the party. He said: “As I turned the 

corner into the street, I could hear the children 

cheering with excitement. And as I got closer, I 

could see that there were about 30 youngsters 

with eyes a-twinkle anticipating my arrival. 

When I pulled into the driveway in this gorgeous 

little Italian machine and stopped, one little girl 

who couldn’t have been more than about 7 years 

old came to my door and said “Hi Santa!” The look 

in her eyes told me right away that she truly 

believed the magic! And as I got out of the car, 

she gave me a big hug. So, I grabbed my bag filled 

with goodies and we walked knitted-mitten 

covered hand in white-gloved hand towards the 

house, laughing Ho-Ho-Ho as we approached the 

happy crowd. Once inside, I sat on a makeshift 

throne by the fire and listened to the Christmas 

wishes of the youngsters (and even some adults) 

who chose to sit on my knee. My elf (the Admiral’s 

daughter volunteered to help) handed me small 

gift packages and goody bags to give the children, 

and everyone seemed very happy with my visit. 

Once I was done, I said my goodbyes, waved and 

drove back here as quickly as I could without 

getting a ticket, knowing you probably wanted to 

get to the party yourself before the great food and 

eggnog were all gone.”  

With that, he hopped in his sleigh and with a 

little friendly persuasion to the caribou, off they 

bolted into the darkness. Oddly, although I didn’t 

see them, it sounded to me like they were jingling 

their collar bells somewhere up above me as they 

left. I don’t know for sure though, as it was pretty 

dark. 

Quickly, I embarked in my less conspicuous VW 

Jetta (the kids had already seen my Alfa) and 

headed to the party for some eggnog, a terrific pot 

luck meal complete with cookies, and to sing and 

play some Holiday songs on my guitar with the 

Admiral (a pretty good musician) and the other 

guests. That Alfa memory will always put a smile 

on my face. I loved that car, and hearing from the 

kids all about how Santa arrived in a little red 

sports car is a proud memory for me. 

Junior Members Welcome 

Staying on the topic of the Holidays but relating it 

to our club, brings me to introduce all of you to 

one of our newest, and (as far as I know) youngest 

members; Andrew from Bradford, Ontario. 

Andrew is 10 years old and is a developing motor 

head. He is becoming very adept at racing go-

karts, and just finished his 2nd year of 

competitive karting, placing very well in his class. 

Although he doesn't have his own kart (yet!), he 

participates in an “arrive and drive” program, 

where he is provided with the use of an available 

kart at the track. These racing machines are 

“Intrepid” karts using Honda engines. Andrew’s 

mom is the daughter of my 1st cousin Marian, 

who dropped me on my head while carrying me 

down a flight of stairs when I was just a rug rat. 

My family has often attributed my eclectic 

personality with that particular event. 

Apparently, according to Andrew’s mom and 

grandparents, we have some similarities, though I 

don’t know if his grandmother (my cousin 

Marian) ever dropped him on his head. Anyway, 

his mom let me know that he would enjoy seeing 

some of the beautiful cars I post on Facebook in 

person, which gave me an idea. So, I decided to 

gift Andrew a membership in the ARCC. That 

way, he will be able to read the monthly 

ramblings written by his oddball relative, keep up 

on Alfa Romeo and other Italian car activities in 

the GTA and elsewhere, and attend our events 

with his family and friends when and where he 

can. And maybe, just maybe I will have been able 

to pass along the virus I caught as a young lad. It 

could be worse ... 

Perhaps some of you may know of a young person 

– a relative, a neighbour, or perhaps a friend’s 

child who might also enjoy becoming an ARCC 

member. Well, don’t be shy! None of us is 

immortal, and as we get older, we need to find, 

teach, mentor and inspire new blood to keep the 

Alfa torch burning. The new cars will give us 

some younger members, but even these owners 

tend to be in their 40s and 50s. 

Holiday Message 

Throughout late November and all of December, 

most of us will be gathering with our friends and 



 
families for meals, social gatherings and 

celebrations. Diane and I will be busy with 

parties, dinners and other events every week 

between now and the arrival of next year. 

Although this season can be filled with fun, it can 

also be a difficult time of year for many. Please 

reach out if you need help, and help out where 

and when you can. We wish you and yours all our 

best for a healthy, happy and hopeful Holiday 

Season and a wonderful new year! 

Please keep sending me your feedback, and also 

your photos, articles and ideas for the newsletter. 

George Beston needs your input for upcoming 

ARCC Updates. 

Rev high! 

Alex (514) 771-9513 

alfaromeodriveralex@gmail.com 

CARM Holiday Party 
by Alex Csank, Vankleek Hill 

The Club Alfa Romeo de Montréal (CARM) 

Holiday Party at “La Verita” restaurant was well 

attended and gave us all a chance to get together 

for a nice visit and a wrap up to our club's 

activities for the year. This year's Di Cola 

Meritas trophy went to Patrick Secco, CARM 

Treasurer and resident hobby mechanic, for his 

efforts and assistance to the club and our 

members throughout the 2018 driving season. 

En compagnie d'un bon groupe d'amis le souper 

de clôture et des Fêtes du Club Alfa Romeo de 

Montréal (CARM) au restaurant “La Verita” a 

donné la chance de bien conclure ensemble une 

autre belle saison d'activités. Le Méritas DiCola 

a été remis cette année à Patrick Secco, argentier 

du CARM et mécanicien-maison dans ses passe-

temps, pour ses efforts et son assistance qu'il a su 

donner aux membres du CARM tout au long de la 

saison 2018. 

Patrick et deux amis. Photo by Jay Bassila. 

 

 

Toronto Club Holiday Dinner 
by Maurizio Tacchi, Mississauga 

On November 24, The Alfa Romeo Club of Toronto 

held its annual Christmas party. The event was 

held at Famee Furlane, Restaurant Al Fologar. 

The group enjoyed a four course Italian themed 

dinner with wine served in a private dinning 

room. 

The evening was capped off by a draw for door 

prizes, special Alfa Romeo bottled wine and club 

shirts being the main prizes along with winter 

toques and cooler bags. 

Never a lull in the conversation. Photo by 

Maurizio Tacchi. 

Fuses: Friend or Foe? 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

Next to poor ground connections, the most vexing 

electrical problems most of us have with our older 

Alfas involve fuses. And yes, we need fuses to be 

friends because without them, minor electrical 

problems could manifest in wayward sparks or 

melted wires at best, and at worst, the dreaded 

Car-B-Q. Of course, there’s lots of room between 

those extremes for loss and aggravation. Having 

said that, it really pays to keep on top of any 

minor issues so that major problems do not occur. 

My most frequent fuse problems have been 

caused by poor contact between fuses and the 

clips in the fuse box. Our fuses can be part of the 

problem. Variously called barrel, bullet or Bosch 

fuses, they consist of a plastic or ceramic core 

with a conducting metal crimped over each 

gently-pointed end, and a strip of metal along 

their length. The width of the strip is 

manipulated to provide various load/failure 

ratings from five to forty amps. When the current 

exceeds the ability of the strip to conduct it 

without overheating, it melts, a gap develops and 

that interrupts current flow. 



 

Fuses, back and front. Photo from iSaluti, 

November 2018.  

The fuse box contains clips for ten fuses with 

Spica versions having a similar supplemental fuse 

box for two more fuses. 

Empty fuse block with cover. Note the bridging 

between contacts on the upper power supply side. 

Photo by George Beston. 

The clips along the top of the fuse box are 

substantial and inflexible brass tabs, and the clips 

along the bottom of the fuse box are shaped like 

inverted question marks, giving them some 

flexibility so that fuses can be removed and 

reinstalled. The actual contact area in the clips is 

a stamped conical depression with a three 

millimeter opening at the end. So, what can go 

wrong? Mostly, poor contact can develop between 

the fuses and clips. There are a few possible 

causes: 

A lack of tension between the clips and fuse:  

Fuses should be able to turn in their clips, 

but if there is no resistance to turning 

then the lower clip should be gently 

pushed towards the top of the fuse box to 

adjust that tension. 

Metal oxidation: 

All of the fuses at retail these days are 

made with aluminum to form the caps and 

strips. Over time, aluminum in contact 

with brass clips is a recipe for electrolytic 

corrosion between dissimilar metals. 

There are many possible cures for this. 

The simplest is to rotate a fuse side to side 

to re-establish contact. Next, replace the 

fuse with a new one, or preferably find a 

source of fuses that uses brass to form 

their caps and strips. That should reduce 

the corrosion issue. Finally, if the problem 

doesn’t go away, carefully dress the 

contacts with a 4mm diamond burr in a 

Dremel. For that and more invasive 

procedures, the battery should be 

disconnected to avoid any unintended 

short circuits. 

Middle fuse box clip with contact area freshened, 

diamond burr on the right. Photo by George 

Beston. 

Loss of temper in the clips: 

This can be caused by overheating of the 

clips and possibly by the age of the metal. 

There really isn’t a practical option to re-

establish the springy character of the 

clips. Some have tried small elastic bands 

to pull the ends of the clip towards each 

other, but at best, that’s a temporary 

solution. A permanent solution would be 

to replace the fuse block altogether. The 

bad news is that replacements only seem 

to be available for 101 and pre-1968 105 

series Alfas, and used fuse blocks are rare 

and subject to the same issues. A number 

of contributors to the AlfaBB have 

undertaken a conversion to various 

aftermarket fuse blocks that use modern 

ACT or the much smaller ACM fuses. 

These fuse blocks are very reasonable in 

cost, but don’t exactly match the Alfa fuse 

blocks. This makes fuse block replacement 

a project that involves careful study and a 

lot of tedious work to complete. If you’re 

considering this option, search the AlfaBB 

to get an idea of what’s involved. If you do 

it successfully, write it up for publication 

right here! 

 



 



 
Upcoming ARCC Events 

Regional representatives are requested to send 

your 2018 events calendars to the secretary or the 

editor for inclusion in the next issue. 

Club Alfa Romeo de Montréal  

Date Event 

May 20 Lunch with Scuderia Alfa Romeo Québec 

June 2 Espresso, Biscotti and Waterside Drive 

June 9 Grand Prix BBQ 

June 10 Veterans’ Salute 

June 16 Italian Car Parade in Ottawa 

July 6 Tre Colori Dinner 

July 8 Fiat Breakout 

July 20-22 Raduno Estivo, Kingston 

August 8-12 
Sempreverde 2018, AROC Convention, 

Olympia WA 

August 18  Road Adventure with ARCO 

September 1 Espresso, Biscotti 

September 8 Drive and Supper in Bromont 

September 30 Raduno Montebello 

October 6 Espresso, Biscotti 

October 13 Fall Colours Drive, Oka Hills 

November 24 Year End Dinner 

Alfa Romeo Club - Ottawa  

Date Event 

May 19 Stelvio Test Drive and BBQ 

June 16 Ottawa Italian Car Parade 

July 20-22 Raduno Estivo, Kingston 

August 8-12 
Sempreverde 2018, AROC Convention 

Olympia WA 

August 19  Gatineau Hills Drive 

September 30 Raduno Montebello 

October 13 End of Season Drive and BBQ 

Alfa Romeo Club of Edmonton 

Date Event 

Second Tuesday Monthly Meeting 

April 17 Drive at Fast Track 

May 12 Tech Session, Up Your Hoist 

August 8-12 
Sempreverde 2018, AROC Convention, 

Olympia WA 

Calgary Alfa Marque Society  

Date Event 

August 8-12 
Sempreverde 2018, AROC Convention, 

Olympia WA 

Toronto Chapter  

Date Event 

May 6 Go Karts, Downsview 

May 21 Pancake Run, Cookstown 

June 3 Rattlesnake Point Run 

June 17 Tour to VARAC Vintage Festival 

July 8 Sun Collision BBQ, St Catherines 

July 20-22 Raduno Estivo, Kingston 

July 29 J Bird’s Spider in the Garden, Ancaster 

August 8-12 
Sempreverde 2018, AROC Convention, 

Olympia WA 

August 12 Italian Car Day, Woodbridge 

August 26 Fiats on the Forks, Forks of the Credit 

September 9 Niagara Wine Tour 

September 30 Raduno Montebello 

October 14 Fall Colours Drive, Creemore 

November 24 Holiday Dinner 

First Saturday of every month – Espresso and Biscotti 

at Des Sources Alfa Romeo in Montréal. 

First Tuesday of every month – drop in Cruise Night at 

La Paloma in Woodbridge. 
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