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President’s Letter 
by Alex Csank, Vankleek Hill 

Alfisti, 

Not a great start to our all-too-short Alfa driving 

season this year, is it? What with the dry season 

and forest fires in the West and the cooler 

weather, flooding and rains in the East; this 

spring hasn’t been great for enjoying our 

favourite rides! 

Luckily, we caught a few good days in May, and 

Diane and I once again acted as Rally Masters for 

the annual CARM Gimmick Rally on the 11th of 

May, in the lower Laurentian Hills. Although it 

was mostly sunny, the winds and clouds kept 

things on the cool side. We gathered at 9:30 AM 

at a Tim Horton’s just off the Laurentian 

Autoroute (A 15 N) in St. Jerome, and after a 

short while to let folks get coffees and get ready, 

everyone got underway. 

Photo by Alex Csank. 

The route took the intrepid rallyists in a north 

and westerly direction through the countryside 

and included an excursion on a very bumpy and 

poorly paved section of road that passed by Camp 

Tamaracouta, the oldest continuously operating 

Scout camp in North America. Participants had to 

answer several questions along the route, and 

drivers had to pay attention to the bumpy, pot-

holed springtime Québec roads, while navigators 

had to pay attention to road signs, route 

instructions and landmarks carefully throughout 

the rally.  

Ending in the quaint and picturesque ski resort 

town of St. Sauveur, we enjoyed a lunch at Moe’s 

Pub, while Diane and I tabulated the rally 

results.  

We were lucky enough to have some terrific 

donated prizes from the Montréal Fiat Club, 

Henry Nachaj of Fiat-Alfa Romeo Québec, Des 

Sources Alfa Romeo and CARM to give to the 

winners. In 3rd place, we had a family tie, with 

Nat and Enza Di Censo tied with their daughter 

Cristina and her cousin Jason Lo Russo. In 2nd 

place was the very competitive team (and last 

year’s winners) of Diana Foglia and Franco Albisi. 

Taking 1st place this year was the mother and 

daughter team of Jane Fantie and Emma 

McGurk. Emma is just 17, but her rally 

navigation skills were outstanding! A special 

prize was also given to another young navigator 

named Chelsea Gould, who is only 10, but did 

very well keeping her dad on track. 

Photo by Alex Csank. 

Across the country, more and more new Alfas are 

being sold and the new owners are enjoying their 

rides. The last of the 4C Coupes and Spiders are 

slowly being sold while the Giulias and Stelvios 

are selling in increasing numbers through the 

expanding dealership network. Many of these 

new buyers, who are mostly younger than the 

average age of classic Alfa owners are looking for 

fun activities, and to meet other enthusiasts, and 

they are beginning to join the ARCC and the local 



 
clubs. Please make these new owners feel 

welcome at events and gatherings as we move 

forward with this evolution in our club 

membership. 

For all club members, it’s important to remember 

that communicating with other Alfisti is what 

makes the club work. Although ARCC, CARM, 

ARCO and Alfa Romeo Club Toronto all use 

Facebook pages and/or groups, some members are 

not on Facebook, so these monthly ARCC updates 

and your local club emails are how these members 

find out about our events and other club business. 

So, please make sure to keep your email address 

current – and for club leaders – please keep your 

lists up to date and let your members know about 

all the terrific activities you have planned. The 

plan for this year’s Raduno Estivo (Montréal/ 

Toronto/Ottawa Regional Italian Car weekend 

gathering) is ready, and the registration forms 

have been passed to your local club leaders for 

distribution. Diane and I are looking forward to 

seeing all of you who are registering to join us!  

Looking forward to better weather soon! 

As always, please keep sending your feedback, 

your photos, your articles, ideas and opinions for 

the newsletter. George Beston is always looking 

for input for upcoming editions.  

Rev high! 

Alex (514) 771-9513 

alfaromeodriveralex@gmail.com 

Tony Adams 1942–2019 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

Long-time ARCC member and my good friend 

Tony Adams passed away on April 28. Tony had 

been suffering for some time from a debilitating 

form of Parkinson’s disease and succumbed due to 

a related case of pneumonia. 

I got to know Tony through the Club as a fellow 

devotee of round tail spiders. In the early 1980’s I 

observed Tony and his 1750 Spider as he carried 

out a careful restoration, bringing it to time trials 

while it was still in primer to get some track time. 

His work on that car inspired me to undertake my 

own restoration project, and I will always be 

grateful to Tony for mentoring me through that 

long five-year process. 

Over the last thirty years or so, Tony and I 

attended many AROC conventions, travelling 

together on a number of occasions. I have many 

happy memories of those times that will always 

be with me. 

Tony was born in the U.K. and migrated to 

Canada with his family in 1950. His dad was a 

mechanic who established the family home in the 

Huntsville area where Tony went to school. Tony 

obtained a degree in Civil engineering from 

Queen’s in 1964 and had a long career with 

Hatch-Mott, a consulting engineering firm 

specializing in transportation projects. 

In the 1970’s, Tony campaigned a GT Junior 

prepared in co-operation with Esposito Motors in 

the Bulova Championship Series and owned a 

GTV or maybe two which he used as his drivers. 

His family background and racing experiences left 

him with a wealth of knowledge about 

automobiles in general and Alfas in particular. 

Photo from ARCC archives, photographer 

unknown. 



 
Tony’s career would occasionally take him away 

from the Toronto area for extended periods, but 

when he did reside in Toronto he supported the 

Club by volunteering to organize gimmick rallies 

and driving expeditions to places like Watkins 

Glen and the 2008 AROC convention in 

Manchester, N.H. More recently, he was a major 

contributor to the organization of the rally that 

was part of the 2012 Alfa Canadese convention 

held in Toronto. Tony also contributed a number 

of articles on conventions and the Arizona 

auctions to the ARCC Update over the years. 

At some AROC gatherings people are invited to 

introduce themselves to fellow participants by 

talking to a group about their Alfa Romeo 

experiences. I would always start with something 

like “My name is George and I’m an Alfaholic” 

and I would end by saying that if I was a Chevy 

guy I might have more friends, but never better 

friends than I have found in the Alfa community. 

Tony was a prime example of one of those great 

friends. 

Ottawa First Drive 
with images from ARCO Instagram  

The Ottawa club took advantage of a good day 

and ideal driving conditions for a tour of the 

countryside on May 11. Below are some images 

from the day. 

Rob Toller’s ’71 Spider spits some gravel from its 

inside rear wheel on an uphill right hander 

The group enjoying a break and some sunshine. 

Photos by Eliza Fayle. 

Toronto Chapter Events 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

Pancake Run – May 20 

This event is an annual favourite with the 

Toronto Alfa Romeo and Fiat clubs. What could be 

better than a drive through the beautiful 

countryside in its spring livery and a final 

destination of the Hot Stacks restaurant for a 

huge “breakfast” which could probably feed a 

village in some parts of the world. This year, our 

organizer Frank Scalisi planned a slightly 

different route than usual which took us through 

the soggy farms of the Holland Marsh. The 

variety provided by this route was welcomed by 

participants. The breakfast was delicious as usual 

and the company was most congenial. It was a 

great way to kick off the driving season. 

Newer Alfas are making their presence felt at our 

events. The personalized plate on this 4C is 

“4CU4EA”. Also, notice how the GTV in the back 

seems to tower over it.  

It was not the warmest day, so the Spider tops 

stayed up for the entire event. 



 
Swap Meet – May 26 

Pinarello Motori provided the location for a first-

ever Swap Meet for the Toronto Chapter. A few of 

us showed up with a (non-Alfa) car load of parts, 

and by the end of the day, they were pretty much 

sold. 

Ian White exemplifies the sellers.  

A visit to Pinarello is never lacking in eye candy, 

and yes, I do consider a freshly rebuilt Alfa engine 

to be in that category 

 

Jeff Chan showed up with this flared fender GTV. 

Even better, under the hood of Jeff’s car is an 

Alfaholics-inspired twin spark engine, complete 

with a custom fuel injection system using Jenvy 

throttle bodies and a Pipercross air filter. 

Rattlesnake Run – June 2 

The Ontario Fiat Club organized this 6th annual 

Rattlesnake Run. It was a scenic and challenging 

drive north and west of the city through the 

Halton Hills, Escarpment Country and the scenic 

Rattlesnake Point Conservation area. 

The tour gathered at LaRose Italian Bakery in 

Milton for espressos, car talk and route 

instructions. 



 

Here’s another personalized plate on a new Giulia 

that drew favourable attention. 

Both a 4C Coupe and a 4C Spider taking a break 

with others along the route. 

A relaxing al fresco lunch catered by Gary’s 

Redneck Grill was provided at the Italian- 

Canadian Club of Milton. 

After lunch some participants headed home and 

others took advantage of an optional self-guided 

95 km tour of the region using maps and 

instructions provided earlier in the day. 

 

All photos by Maurizio Tacchi. 

The lunch time parking lot at the Italian-

Canadian Club of Milton..  

FF Berlinetta 
by George Beston, Cobourg 

I’ve been getting the occasional unsolicited email 

promoting the FF Berlinetta, from Officine 

Fratelli Frigerio. Not being familiar with the 

source, it took me some time to get around to 

reading the email and looking up the links it 

contained. This retro sports-racer is the creation 

of a family involved in vintage racing who built 

this car to express their desire to make a modern 

day sports car with ‘pure’ and unassisted driving 

characteristics of sports cars from the 50’s and 

60’s. Finding themselves pleased with the 

outcome of their design exercise and the first 

prototypes, they have decided to offer a limited 

quantity of vehicles for sale to discerning 

customers with similar interests 

The FF Berlinetta is a light weight coupe made 

with a steel tube frame using many Alfa Romeo 

105 or 115 mechanical components. It is eerily 

similar to the Alfa TZ or TZ2 in concept with a 

few twists that make it somewhat more modern. 

The website does not mention the TZ Alfas, but 

that is clearly their inspiration. Of course, 



 
without Zagato being involved, the “Z” appellation 

would not apply. 

As with the TZ the Berlinetta is designed to be as 

light as possible with a nod to Colin Chapman 

who is quoted as saying “If you add horsepower, 

you go stronger straight. If you add lightness you 

go stronger everywhere.” At the stated dry weight 

target of only 790 kg, lightness should be a 

strength contributing to this car’s performance. 

Appearance of the Berlinetta is pleasant, with 

timeless if generic styling that suits the purpose. 

The use of sliding glass side windows seems 

appropriate considering the lightness philosophy 

and handcrafted nature of the car. 

The use of wire wheels with six inch wide rims 

and 205 VR15 tires contribute to a vintage look, 

feel and performance. There is a picture or two of 

a prototype with TZ style alloy rims, but my 

preference would be for those GTA replica rims. 

This image of a bare chassis development mule on 

a test track hints that tire sizes may be staggered 

front to back, and shows that (thankfully) 

someone is thinking about rollover protection. 

The interior is tidy, and the instrument panel is 

very similar to a TZ, but with the speedometer in 

a much more visible location. Every interior is 

made to order, with the customer having a full 

range of materials and colours to choose from. 

 

Six Alfa Romeo-derived engines are available. 

Four cylinder engines include the base 2L Alfa 

Nord engine with 180 hp, the more modern twin-

spark producing 180 hp and a turbo version of the 

1800 in-line four (horsepower rating is not 

mentioned). Busso V6 engines on the option list 

are a 2L turbo with 200 hp, a 2.5L with 210 hp 

and a 3.0L putting out 230 hp. In all of the 

available pictures that illustrate mechanical 

components the Alfa Nord engine is the only one 

shown, so the others may just be future 

possibilities. 

This image shows Alfetta style headers on the 

engine. 



 

The chassis is a welded up tube frame with 

honeycomb aluminum sheet used liberally as floor 

and bulkhead panels to fill the open places and to 

contribute to the overall stiffness of the structure. 

Front suspension uses familiar control arms, but 

with coil-over shock absorbers located inboard 

(reducing un-sprung weight) and at the end of 

rocker arms in a way that makes the suspension 

very adjustable for spring rate. 

Rear suspension steps away from the TZ’s 

independent setup and uses an Alfa live axle with 

four trailing arms and a Watts linkage to control 

it. Note the ‘sort-of’ de Dion tube where the Watts 

linkage connects to the differential. Presumably its 

purpose is to relieve the differential casting of the 

need to absorb (and survive!) the forces 

transferred to it by the Watts linkage. The four 

link aspect of the rear suspension doesn’t bear any 

resemblance to the usual Alfa Romeo trailing 

arms. In this case, the upper trailing links are 

mounted with ample opportunity for adjustment 

of suspension behaviour. 

Note that the front of the chassis would be to the 

right in this image. 

Body work is formed over a frame of light tubing 

which has to be familiar to the followers of 

Touring’s Superleggera coach building technique. 

Panels are hand-formed out of aluminum sheet. 

I don’t expect to see the FF Berlinetta showing up 

at a dealership in our country at any time in the 

foreseeable future. I would, however, love to see 

someone find a way to import one and put it on 

the road legally. 

Price? You know what people say; “If you have to 

ask … ” So, no, I haven’t looked into it yet! 

Overall, this project shows a rare combination of 

enthusiasm, technical insight and deep pockets on 

the part of Fratelli Frigerio.  I sincerely hope that 

their efforts create enough sales to help them 

achieve some financial rewards, or at least some 

satisfying appreciation amongst the enthusiast 

community. 

All images from effeeffecars.com. 



 

Upcoming ARCC Events 
Regional representatives are requested to send 

your 2019 events calendars to the secretary or the 

editor for inclusion in the next issue. 

Club Alfa Romeo de Montréal  

Date Event 

May 4 Gimmick Rally in the Laurentians 

May 18 Drive to Québec City 

June 1 Espresso and Biscotti, Des Sources Alfa 

June 8 Grand Prix Barbeque 

June 9 Veterans’ Salute, Ste Anne de Bellevue 

July 7 Supper at Tre Colori 

July 16-21 
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC 

Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

July 26-28 
Amici Raduno Estivo, Prince Edward 

County & Gananoque 

August 3 
Espresso, Biscotti and Driving Tour, Des 

Sources Alfa 

August 17 
Shriners’ Fundraiser BBQ, Des Sources 

Alfa 

August 18 Adventure with ARCO to Embrun ON 

September 15 Eastern Townships Drive 

October 5 Espresso and Biscotti, Des Sources Alfa 

October 19 Autumn Leaves Drive 

November 23 CARM End of the Season Supper 

Alfa Romeo Club - Ottawa  

Date Event 

April 16 AGM 

May 11 BBQ chez Marc and Liz 

June 15 Ottawa Italian Car Parade 

July 16-21 
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC 

Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

July 26-28 
Amici Raduno Estivo, Prince Edward 

County & Gananoque 

July 28 Capital Classic Car Show, Kanata 

August 18 Picnic with the Lotuses 

September 29 Raduno Montebello 

Alfa Romeo Club of Edmonton 

Date Event 

May 14 Meeting and Pub Night 

June 22 Solstice Rally 

July 16-21 
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC 

Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

Calgary Alfa Marque Society  

Date Event 

July 16-21 
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC 

Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

Toronto Chapter  

Date Event 

April 11 AGM 

May 2 Cruise Night, La Paloma 

May 5 ICD Go-Kart Event, Downsview Park 

May 20 Victoria Day Pancake Run, Cookstown 

May 26 
Tech Session & Swap Meet, Pinarello 

Motori 

June 2 Rattlesnake Point Run, Milton 

June 6 Cruise Night, La Paloma 

June 16 
Drive to VARAC Vintage Festival, 

Mosport 

July 4 Cruise Night, La Paloma 

July 7 J Bird’s Spider in the Garden, Ancaster 

July 16-21 
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC 

Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

July 26-28 
Amici Raduno Estivo, Prince Edward 

County & Gananoque 

August 1 Cruise Night, La Paloma 

August 10 Niagara Drive & Wine Tour 

September 5 Cruise Night, La Paloma 

September 8 Fiat on the Forks 

Sept 13-15 Bancroft Weekend Tour, Bancroft 

October 3 Cruise Night, La Paloma 

October 6 Fall Colours Drive, Creemore 

November 23 Holiday Dinner, Woodbridge 

Unofficial Cruise Nights are held every Thursday evening 

from May to October at La Paloma in Woodbridge. 
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