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President’s Letter
by Alex Csank, Vankleek Hill
Alfisti,
As I write this letter, the winds are howling and
the first signs of snow are in the air. I haven’t put
my Spider away yet, but methinks I’d better get
on with that before the end of next week. With a
full tank of high-octane non-ethanol fuel in the
tank, condensation and deterioration of the fuel
over the coming six months shouldn’t be any
problem. Of course, I’ll throw in some smelly
dryer sheets and some cut-up pieces of Irish
Spring soap to ward away the critters, and I’ll
hook up the battery to the trickle charger to keep
the clock going.
The Ural is away in its safe winter home,
hibernating until it is time for the Polar Bear
Ride on either the 31st of December or the 1st of
January. The Abarth will soon get pulled into the
garage behind the Alfa as well. The old Volvo
wagon made it past 300,000 km this summer, and
shows no signs of stopping anytime soon, so I
installed a new set of winter tires, threw in the
winter rubber floor mats, changed the oil and a
worn rear wheel bearing and made sure that
everything else was in order for the approaching
season of cold and white stuff. Although 4Cs will
– hopefully – be parked until spring, those of you
with AWD new series Giulias and Stelvios will
probably be driving your cars all winter, enjoying
the great traction and vehicle dynamics modern
Alfas provide. I’d sure like to hear your stories of
winter driving a newer Alfa!

motorcycles in North America, and a fine
collection of various vintage Italian cars to boot!
We all had a great time, enjoying a fine BBQ
Italian Sausage lunch as well. It was wet, but
definitely worth the visit!

Photo by Alex Csank.
CARM Autumn Leaves Drive
This year’s Montréal area Autumn Leaves Drive
was held on Saturday, the 19th of October in the
area of Montréal’s West Island and to the west on
Isle Perrot and Mont Rigaud.

A visit to the Ottawa Italian Moto Museum
On a wet Saturday, on Thanksgiving weekend,
more than a few folks from ARCO, CARM and the
Montréal Section of the Canadian Vintage
Motorcycle Group visited the Italian Car Club of
Ottawa’s season closing event held at Joe
Cotroneo’s Italian Moto Museum in Ottawa. What
a fantastic place that is, with what might just be
the largest collection of vintage Italian

Photo by Alex Csank.
The weather was great, as were the cars, the
scenery, the roads, the food, and most of all – the
company! We had over fifty-five members from
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CARM and several other Montréal-area Italian
Car clubs, and I counted more than thirty-five
cars, making this the biggest annual Autumn
Leaves Drive yet!
Upcoming Events
On the 9th of November in Kingston many of the
ARCC Executive will be attending what I hope
will become an annual meeting. This year, we will
be holding the meeting in Kingston, Ontario as it
allows leaders from the Montréal, Toronto and
Ottawa areas to attend without having to travel
too far. I’ll report our results next month.
Soon, some of our clubs will be enjoying their
annual Holiday Dinners. Additionally, there are
some Italian car related galas being held in both
Montréal and Toronto. Whether you attend one of
these activities or not, I sure hope that your late
autumn is a good one.

and Hwy 89. For that part of our drive the roads
were dry, but colours were subdued due to the
cloud cover.
The Museum of Dufferin was a very interesting
stop with displays relating to the region’s history
including a pioneer log home within the museum,
and an extensive display of “Cornflower” glass
ware that was made in Dufferin county for many
years. In the Museum’s tower we also enjoyed a
display of contemporary art.
After the break we headed north towards our
lunch stop at Singhampton via many of the twisty
roads we have used in the past for our Creemore
runs. The day brightened up a bit so the colours
were much more vibrant for this leg of the
journey.

Believe it or not, it is now time to start your
planning for the 2020 season. I’ll be writing more
about some very interesting 2020 events in next
month’s issue, so stay tuned!
As always, please keep sending your feedback,
your photos, your articles, ideas and opinions for
the newsletter. George Beston is always looking
for input for upcoming editions.
Rev high!
Alex: (514) 771-9513
alfaromeodriveralex@gmail.com

Toronto Fall Colours Drive

Photo by Maurizio Tacchi.
We found Mylar and Loreta’s restaurant and
enjoyed a tasty lunch. I can recommend the Prime
Rib on a bun, and the Fish and Chips also looked
very good.

by George Beston, Cobourg

Photo by Maurizio Tacchi.
Photo by Maurizio Tacchi.
We started our day under cloudy, almost gloomy
skies, but that didn’t keep about twenty-two Alfas
and Fiats from participating. Leaving our starting
point in Bolton at 10:00 a.m. we headed north and
west to the Museum of Dufferin at Airport Road

We were on our own after lunch so Alma and I
looked at a map or two and picked a cross country
route north of the city to get us back to Cobourg.
The day was very bright as we crested the
escarpment along County Road 124 near Devil’s
Glen Provincial Park. At that point we enjoyed

our most spectacular view of the day, overlooking
the south end of Georgian Bay and the nearby
farm land. For the rest of our drive, mostly along
county roads we enjoyed a bounty of fall colours.
Many thanks to Maurizio and Frank for making
the arrangements for our tour.

Toronto Chapter October
Cruise Night
by George Beston, Cobourg
We ran out of room in the October ARCC Update
to report on this event. The weather was clear
and cool, but the only thing to uselessly complain
about was how early it got dark! We had very
good attendance for this, the last cruise night of
the year.

Alfa Dogs:
The (pretty much) Official
History of Alfa Dogs Racing
by Christopher Creighton, Mitchell
In 2008, vintage racing Alfa Romeos were
becoming familiar in the Vintage Automobile
Racing Association of Canada (VARAC). By that
point, we had Geoff Layne with his Alfetta GTV
(Morty), me with my GTV (Fil), Joe Cannella and
his GTV (Carlo), André Gagnon with his GTV (a
silly French name that I can’t recall), Doug
Paraschuk with his Spider, Vytas Svedas and his
Giulia Sprint, his dad, Tony with his GTV and
Ken Lee with his GTV. There were a few others
circling around … a Milano and an unseen,
unconfirmed and apparently unworldly GTV
being prepared in a laboratory somewhere on the
smouldering edge of the Big Smoke. We’re still
waiting to see that one.

The award for the best Alfa in attendance was
given to Eugene Bortoluzzi for his very nice S4
Spider Quadrifoglio.

Vytas and Christopher in 2015.
The ranks were swelling with race cars and I
thought that we were at the point where we
needed a “handle” and it seemed to be important
that the name be both catchy and memorable. So,
I set my brain athinkin … Alfa Bits Racing!
Catchy and vaguely familiar to anyone who has
drawn a breath in the last half century. I thought
that it was a great moniker until I gave it a bit of
additional thought. It kinda sounded more like a
shady Alfa Romeo parts depot than a racing team.
Also, the thought that Post Foods trademark
lawyers might just see this as a way to pay next
year’s lease on the Porsche Panamera gave me
pause. I’m sort of allergic to lawsuits and poverty.

All photos by Maurizio Tacchi.

OK, as I realized that I really had to crank up the
rethink, it came to me like a flash in the night!
Well, maybe more like a light bulb going super
nova but it was an inspiration, nonetheless.
Alfalfa Racing! Hey, it works in a kind of ‘earthy’
way and it wasn’t a trademarked name so I likely

wouldn’t be sued over it. Also, I figured that we
could parlay the team name into a sponsorship
deal. I contacted the East Garafraxa Alfalfa
Marketing Board with a proposition: if they would
supply us with tires, body repair, race gas,
transportation, hospitality, pit crews, engines, pit
uniforms,
driving
suits,
helmets
and
refreshments, we would paint our cars green (the
cost of which, of course, would be covered by the
EGAMB) and we’d talk about alfalfa whenever
and wherever the opportunity arose.

put on my drink … uh … thinking cap and
thought hard, really hard. I was on my third refill
when it came to me like a flash (I need to buy
better beer), Alfa Dogs!
Perhaps not surprisingly, not everyone was onboard right off the bat. André mentioned that to
be called a dog in Quebec was a pretty majeure
insulte and that them was, for all intents, fightin’
words. Geoffrey, for some reason, had a habit of
referring to me just like the EGAMB people had
done, Joe just walked away shaking his head and
Ken was the only kind one. He offered to help me
find a good therapist.
I really thought that the name was a non starter
until I happened to mention that I would pay to
have the Alfa Dogs Racing stickers made for the
cars. The rest, as they say, is history.

Joe Canella in “Carlo” at Watkins Glen .
I may be a bit sensitive but I think that their
response was a bit harsh and I don’t think that
it’s very nice to refer to someone as an idiot
eleven times in one paragraph. Further, they
attached an invoice for the cost of writing their
email as they stated that reading it was the
greatest waste of time that anyone in the office
had ever experienced. I have no intentions of
giving them one cent of the $8.72 that they asked
for.
This time I really plugged in my brain.
Unfortunately, I also accidentally touched the
positive lead of my 40,000 volt racing coil. It’s
interesting how a near death experience can
sharpen one’s mental acuity. Anyway, it came to
me like a flash – and this time it really was a
40,000 volt flash – Alfa Numeric Racing! What
could possibly be more appropriate? We race Alfas
and we have big numbers on the doors. It was
perfect. Well, it was perfect until someone (I have
no idea how those EGAMB people got my home
phone number) pointed out that to really be
alfanumeric, we would have to have numbers and
letters on the cars and our rules don’t allow that.
Too bad ’cause I thought that that one was really
a winner.
I put on my thinking cap. No, it is not a drinking
hat! The cans are usually empty and only one
straw is connected so it doesn’t qualify, OK? Man,
I get tired of having to explain that. Anyway, I

Maybe a great name is a curse because following
a few banner years, our ranks began to thin. Geoff
sold his car and moved to Florida, Doug sold his
car to the son of the original builder, André
moved on to a Lotus 23 and Tony and Ken both
had to retire from racing for medical reasons.
These days, we have Joe – when he can find the
time for car prep and racing – and me. Vytas, who
had just finished race-preparing a lovely Berlina
recently moved to Australia.
We had a lot of fun over the years. I remember
when we occupied a significant chunk of real
estate in the paddock for Vintage Grand Prix
weekends at Mosport. Unfortunately, Vytas and I
were the only vintage Alfas participating in the
2019 CHGP in June.
Gary Allen (a current vintage racer) is having a
GTV built and rumour has it that the mysterious
GTV is still being race prepped somewhere in
Toronto. Some Alfisti object to the conversion of
road cars to race but I can’t think of a more fitting
tribute to the marque. Alfa Romeo has a very long
racing history – as we all know – and we are
doing our best to honour that tradition.
All photos provided by author.

It seems that
the broken
header was
held in place
by its flange
at
the
cylinder
head,
but
leaked
enough
to
make all the
racket.

Fall Colours Drive Incident
by George Beston, Cobourg
This has been a very good year for me and my two
Alfas. The Alfetta got us to Pittsburgh and back
without incident. I finally got a new window
regulator for its driver’s door and had it installed
by Pinarello. Oh yes, my Spider has been running
well and performed flawlessly for Raduno Estivo
and our Bancroft expedition in September. At a
few points in time this season I had both Alfas in
my garage fuelled, washed and ready for me to
choose which one was going out next. Pinch me, I
must have been dreaming!
Well, as it turns out pinching me won’t be
necessary. On the way to the rendezvous for our
fall drive I decided to avoid the outrageous toll$
on the 407 and use the traditional 401/427 route
towards Bolton. The top end of the 427 is under
construction as a northern extension is being
added at some time in the near future. The road
wasn’t exactly smooth and at one point I thought
the suspension had bottomed out. It was nothing
horrible so I carried on.
As I backed into a parking spot I noticed a bit of a
rasp in the exhaust note and mentioned to my
better half that our Alfetta “must have an
exhaust leak”. When I re-started it to begin the
tour, there was an unusually loud exhaust noise
that seemed to settle out a bit as I drove the
route, but it came back and settled a bit with
every re-start.
I won’t say it ruined our day to be accompanied by
so much unpleasant noise, but I did get anxious
about looking into it since initially I couldn’t spot
anything wrong under the hood or underneath
the car.

This left me looking for the exact cause of the
incident. About a week later, I had the
opportunity to ride along the 427 and take a video
of the suspect stretch of road.
I spotted this section of
the left lane with a
prominent concrete slab
in it and a few streaks
leading away from it in
the direction of traffic.
I’ve never encountered a problem with my
Alfetta’s ground clearance in all my years of
ownership. I suspect this incident was a result of
suspension compression on the undulating road
surface as well as that prominent corner of
concrete. I’m just glad I wasn’t driving my Spider
at the time because that kind of contact with a
105 series oil pan would have made for a very
long and unpleasant day!
After a scramble to find replacement parts, an
insurance claim and spending some money at
Fireball Coatings, my Alfetta is back at its peak,
just in time for the storage season.

When I prevailed on
a local shop to get it
up on a hoist, here
is what we saw. The
resonator at the
front of the exhaust
system had come in
contact with the
road surface and
was crumpled a bit.
However, welding this up made almost no
difference to the raucous exhaust note. Looking a
little further at home, I found the problem.
Yikes! The road contact had caused the 1 – 4
exhaust header to crack through, and when it
came out of the car it was in two pieces.

All photos by George Beston.

Upcoming ARCC Events

Alfa Romeo Club of Edmonton

Regional representatives are requested to send
your 2019 events calendars to the secretary or the
editor for inclusion in the next issue.

Date

Event

May 14

Meeting and Pub Night

June 22

Club Alfa Romeo de Montréal

July 16-21

Solstice Rally
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC
Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Date
May 4
May 18
June 1
June 8
June 9
July 7

Calgary Alfa Marque Society

July 16-21
July 26-28
August 3
August 17
August 18
September 15
October 5
October 19
November 23

Event
Gimmick Rally in the Laurentians
Drive to Québec City
Espresso and Biscotti, Des Sources Alfa
Grand Prix Barbeque
Veterans’ Salute, Ste Anne de Bellevue
Supper at Tre Colori
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC
Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Amici Raduno Estivo, Prince Edward
County & Gananoque
Espresso, Biscotti and Driving Tour, Des
Sources Alfa
Shriners’ Fundraiser BBQ, Des Sources
Alfa
Adventure with ARCO to Embrun ON
Eastern Townships Drive
Espresso and Biscotti, Des Sources Alfa
Autumn Leaves Drive
CARM End of the Season Supper

Alfa Romeo Club - Ottawa
Date
April 16

BBQ chez Marc and Liz
Ottawa Italian Car Parade
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC
Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Amici Raduno Estivo, Prince Edward
County & Gananoque
Capital Classic Car Show, Kanata

July 28
August 18

Picnic with the Lotuses

September 29

Raduno Montebello

Event
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC
Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Toronto Chapter
Date
April 11
May 2
May 5
May 20
May 26
June 2
June 6
June 16
July 4
July 7

July 26-28

June 15

July 26-28

July 16-21

July 16-21

Event
AGM

May 11

July 16-21

Date

August 1
August 10
September 5
September 8
Sept 13-15
October 3
October 6
November 23

Event
AGM
Cruise Night, La Paloma
ICD Go-Kart Event, Downsview Park
Victoria Day Pancake Run, Cookstown
Tech Session & Swap Meet, Pinarello
Motori
Rattlesnake Point Run, Milton
Cruise Night, La Paloma
Drive to VARAC Vintage Festival,
Mosport
Cruise Night, La Paloma
J Bird’s Spider in the Garden, Ancaster
Cortile della Corsa 2019, AROC
Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Amici Raduno Estivo, Prince Edward
County & Gananoque
Cruise Night, La Paloma
Niagara Drive & Wine Tour
Cruise Night, La Paloma
Fiat on the Forks
Bancroft Weekend Tour, Bancroft
Cruise Night, La Paloma
Fall Colours Drive, Creemore
Holiday Dinner, Woodbridge

Unofficial Cruise Nights are held every Thursday evening
from May to October at La Paloma in Woodbridge.
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