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President’s Letter 
by Alex Csank, Vankleek Hill 

Alfisti, 

Once again, just like last year, I am writing this 

letter as the winds howl and the first signs of real 

stick-to-the-ground snow are in the air. My Spider 

is put away, but I can still get it out pretty easily 

should the weather cooperate and give us a sunny 

and slightly warmer day (or two) for a little top-

down drive. This week the weather looks like we 

may just have a couple of very nice days headed 

into the weekend. I’m keeping my fingers crossed. 

Do those of you with newer Giulias and Stelvios 

plan on driving your cars all winter? I have only 

had a few test drives of the newer Alfas, but I 

have heard that owners are enjoying the great 

traction and modern vehicle dynamics that new 

Alfas provide. I’d sure like to hear your stories of 

winter driving a newer Alfa. And I’m sure that 

I’m not alone in my curiosity. 

Club Activities over the Winter Months 

While we are all accustomed to having fewer 

gatherings and no driving or car meet-ups 

between November and April, the pandemic has 

thrown a wrench into our usual plans for club 

Holiday Parties and Technical Sessions which we 

have been able to enjoy in past years. Indeed, the 

2nd wave of the virus has seen a tightening of 

rules and restrictions as a result of increases in 

cases across Canada, with the exception of The 

Bubble in the Atlantic Provinces and the sparsely 

populated Territories of the North. With the 

advent of winter, the relative safety of outdoor 

activities and easy social distancing is not as 

readily (or comfortably) available. So, until we 

have wide distribution of a successful vaccine and 

better treatment options for the ill, or the roads 

clear and the mercury climbs back up into 

backyard BBQ weather, our live gatherings will 

have to wait. 

But … There is an alternative! Marc Faubert and 

Eliza Fayle from ARCO have made it a point of 

hosting very enjoyable and successful virtual 

Cocktail Hours via Zoom over the past several 

months. I have participated in a few of these and 

they are a fun way to get together from the safety 

of your own home. Heck, you don’t even need a 

designated driver!  

I have a Zoom account now and would be happy to 

host a regular monthly gathering for any and all 

ARCC members if there is interest. Alternatively, 

local club leaders can get in touch with me and I 

will be glad to help them organize and run local 

Zoom meetings for their members. I will begin by 

proposing to invite all ARCC members to a test 

meeting and Holiday Toast in December. Stay 

tuned for your emailed invitation! 

Upcoming Events 

Regardless of the unpredictable nature of our 

pandemic environment, it is time to start 

planning for the 2021 season. Let’s get creative 

and plan for some safe, interesting and enjoyable 

2021 events! 

As always, please keep sending me feedback and 

any photos, articles and ideas for the newsletter. 

George Beston is always looking for your input. 

Rev high! 

Alex: (514) 771-9513 

alfaromeodriveralex@gmail.com  



 

Alfa Romeo delivers a 

beautiful machine with 

Giulia Quadrifoglio RWD 
by Jim Kenzie, Special to the Toronto Star, 

October 15, 2020  

Photo from Alfa Romeo Canada. 

Alfa (“Anonima Lombarda Fabbrica Automobili,” 

roughly, “Car Manufacturer of Lombardy 

Incorporated”) was founded in 1910, and came 

under the control of Nicola Romeo in 1915. A 

dozen years later he was gone, but his name 

continues in an organization that has since 

operated under a zillion different corporate 

structures. It’s also where Enzo Ferrari got his 

start. 

It has produced some world-class race cars and 

some of the most beautiful road cars ever built. 

The company is now part of the Fiat Chrysler Alfa 

Romeo (FCA) (sic) conglomerate. 

This generation of the compact Giulia sedan, 

launched in 2016, was conceived with the 

possibility of four-wheel drive. But the range-

topping Quadrifoglio (Italian for “four-leaf clover”, 

Alfa’s historic symbol) is rear drive, as you may 

have guessed from the last three letters of its 

formal name. Lesser Giulias start in the mid-40s. 

Base list on this one is a healthy $90,495. 

Just about every option box on the order form was 

checked. The most expensive, most impressive 

option, the Brembo carbon ceramic brakes, add 

eight grand. The total came to $109,435, right in 

the pricey ballpark of BMW M3 and Mercedes C-

Class AMG. 

The car is stunningly beautiful from any angle, 

inside and out. Bit of a shame that the paint hides 

the carbon fiber roof and hood panels. Losing 

weight high in the car like this is doubly 

beneficial, because the lower centre of gravity 

aids handling. Much of the suspension is light 

alloy, so the car’s weight 1,733 kg (3,820 lbs.), 90 

kg (198 lbs.) more than the four-wheel drive four-

cylinder models, was a bit of a surprise. 

Various active aerodynamic bits provide 

additional downforce at higher speeds. 

But the mechanicals are what make the 

metaphoric mouth water. The 2.9 litre 90-degree 

twin turbo V-6 engine isn’t exactly two-thirds of 

the 4.0 litre Ferrari V-8, but it is related. With 

505 horsepower at 6,500 r.p.m. and a torque 

plateau of 443 lb.-ft. from 2,500 to 5,000 r.p.m., it 

will scoot from rest of triple digits in under four 

seconds, to a top end over 300 klicks. 

Under light loads, three of the cylinders will be 

deactivated to save a few drops of fuel. 

The eight-speed ZF automatic, the only 

transmission available, shifted well when left to 

its own devices. If you think you can do better, 

you can slide the lever to the left, then back to 

upshift and forward to downshift. This is the only 

logical way to do this; many car makers don’t 

seem to understand the physics of weight transfer 

when you are accelerating and decelerating. 

Your other shifting option is perhaps the biggest 

steering wheel paddles in the industry, lovely 

light alloy pieces fixed to the steering column so 

they do not rotate with the wheel. I never have 

come to a firm conclusion about which way is 

better, and I guess neither have the car 

companies, because you do see both in various 

cars. 

The engine is connected to the rear wheels via a 

carbon fiber drive shaft, whose light weight 

improves throttle response. That said, it didn’t 

always seem to react to the throttle in a linear 

fashion. Sometimes it was all-hell-breaking-loose, 

other times it seemed to pause for a split second 

before unleashing those horses.  

As in lesser Giulias, a knob at the eight o’clock 

position of the steering wheel allows a choice of 

four driving modes. D (Dynamic), N (Normal) and 

A (Advanced efficiency) set various mechanical 

systems to react to suit the chosen mood. Sportier 

settings also increase the near-operatic exhaust 

note. The Quadrifoglio adds a fourth setting, 

RACE. This sharpens everything even more, and 

also shuts off the Directional Stability Control 

system. It can be reactivated, and should be for 

anything but track work. 

Even I found this setting a bit harsh for the road, 

so I left it in Dynamic most of the time, switching 

to Normal in town or in heavy traffic. A trick 

torque vectoring differential can send up to 100 

percent of available torque to either rear wheel, 



 
for lurid power slides. Huge fun, if not exactly 

socially responsible. 

Going fast is one thing; stopping fast is another. 

The big Brembos more than do the job. It takes 

some facility with your left foot to avoid harsh 

backlash when coming to a full stop. Easing up on 

the pedal just as you come to rest will save your 

passengers from annoying whipsawing. Another 

quirk in this car was the steering. On initial turn-

in, it felt a shade artificial. Still, it’s quick and 

responsive. 

Ride quality is definitely on the firm side. This is 

a sports sedan after all. The stiff sidewalls in the 

run-flat tires don’t help here. As always, I’d buy a 

set of real tires — i.e., non-run-flats — on my way 

home from the dealership. When you first get into 

this car, you don’t think sports sedan, you think 

luxury car. Fit and finish have not always been 

Italian car strengths, but this is gorgeous, with 

real tree wood and carbon fiber everywhere. 

The dash is one continuous sweep across the car, 

with round vents on either end, rectangular vents 

in the middle, tach on the left, speedo on the 

right, and multi-programmable gauges in the 

middle. Earlier versions of this Giulia had a less 

than spectacular central control screen. In one 

generational upgrade, it now has one of the best. 

It is clear, bright and easily readable in any 

ambient light. Proper round knobs control interior 

temperature and fan speed. USB connectors and a 

12-volt outlet support your electronics, and there 

are two nice big cup holders. A twist-then-push 

knob in the centre console enables access to a host 

of functions. Unlike all touch-screen systems, you 

can actually work this without taking a time out 

from the driving task. 

My tester was a U.S.-spec car brought north for a 

few of us to test drive — thank you FCA Canada! 

I never could figure out how to switch the HVAC 

to Celsius from Fahrenheit, nor could I get it to 

flash the turn signals three times. Someone had 

set it to five, and not even a perusal of the owner’s 

manual could show me how how to change it 

back. 

The seats are beautifully finished, with real 

stitching accents. The low roofline means watch 

your head getting in, but the seats are 

comfortable and supportive for the type of driving 

this car demands. It is a compact sedan, but two 

non-NBA stars will fit in the back seat, with a 

third a reasonable option. 

Trunk space is about right for a car in this 

segment. At one point during my test, I was 

followed by a couple of lads in a Porsche 911. 

Looked like they wanted to chat. Given their 

choice of car, they knew a thing or two about cars 

— they had heard about this one, and just wanted 

a closer look. What did I think? 

I told them roughly what I’m telling you. It has its 

quirks. But it’s fast. It handles beautifully. And, 

it’s gorgeous inside and out. 

Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio RWD:  

BODY STYLE: compact four-door sedan 

DRIVE METHOD: Front-engine, rear-wheel 

drive, eight-speed automatic transmission  

ENGINE: 2.9 litre twin-turbocharged V6 (505 hp 

@ 6,500 r.p.m.; 443 lb-ft of torque @ 2,500-5,000 

r.p.m.)  

FUEL ECONOMY: (Premium) 13.5 / 9.3 / 11.6 

L/100 km city/highway/combined  

PRICE: base list - $90,945. As tested - $106,740, 

exclusive of taxes and freight charge. 

BATs and other Streamliners 
by George Beston, Cobourg  

Photo from Documentazione Storica Alfa Romeo. 

In case anybody missed it, the three original Alfa 

Romeo 1900 “Berlina Aerodinamica Tecnica” 

prototypes were auctioned off as a set by 

Sotheby’s on October 28. The hammer price 

including fees was in excess of fourteen million 

US dollars. This was at the low end of the pre-

auction estimate of fourteen to twenty million 

dollars, but still a notable sale. 

I encourage the reader to check out the story of 

BATs 5, 7 and 9 on the multiple available web 

sites, such as Sotheby’s catalog at: 

http://catalogue.rmsothebys.com/books/kbus/ - p=1 

This catalog is a virtual coffee table book with a 

good amount of detail and many beautiful images. 



 
The Veloce Today web site has individual articles 

on each of these vehicles, but you may have to 

join up and pay a membership fee to access them. 

See VeloceToday.com. 

These cars were the result of design exercises by 

Franco Scaglione for Nuccio Bertone. The purpose 

of these experiments was to find ways to reduce 

aerodynamic drag in driveable automobiles. Alfa 

Romeo did not commission the work, but was 

aware of these exercises and provided the 1900 

Sprint chassis’ that the cars were built on. 

Other contemporary Alfas obviously considered 

aerodynamics in their design. The Disco Volante 

spiders and coupes were intended to cut through 

the air with their then-futuristic styling.  

Disco Volante Spider. Image from Museo Storica. 

Also, the Pininfarina Superflow prototypes based 

on the 3000 CM exhibited smooth bodywork 

clearly intended to cheat the wind.  

Pininfarina Superflow. Photo from driven.co.nz. 

The Superflow II even had tail fins blended on to 

the rear quarters.  

Superflow II. Photo from coachbuild.com. 

Finally, the Boano coupes, this one a 1900 were 

also well streamlined for the era.  

1900 Boano. Photo from ultimatecarpage.com. 

I’ve been reflecting on the impact the BATs and 

other Alfa Romeos have had on automotive design 

in the years since they were made in 1952, 1953 

and 1954.  

Split rear windows were not unique at the time. 

Prior examples include the Bugatti Aerolithe and 

Atlantique, the VW beetle and some Tatras. In 

the years since, it seems that the BATs may have 

influenced the 1963 Corvette Stingray coupe and 

perhaps the de Tomaso Mangusta of the late 

1960’s. 

Similarly, the use of fins on the back of a car was 

not exactly new. Alfa’s Touring-bodied Spiders 

from the 1930’s often had a single fin built into 

the spare tire cover, and of course Cadillac came 

up with those P-38 inspired tail fins in the late 

1940s. There is no doubt that the extravagant tail 

fins on the three BATs – especially BAT7’s manta 

ray-like appendages – helped to ignite the burst of 

tail fins on American (and other) cars in the late 

1950’s. 

Later production Alfas did show some influence 

from these designs. The original round tail Spider 

and subsequent Spider series utilize styling 

features of the Superfast prototypes. Giulietta 

Coupe and most notably Giulia Sprint Speciale 

bodies show the influence of the BAT design 

elements. The Sprint Speciales reportedly had 



 
very low drag coefficients that enabled their 

claimed top speed of 200 kph.  

Giulia Sprint Speciale. Photo from Bonham’s. 

The BAT prototypes are true works of art, so 

enjoy reading up on them. The new owner is 

anonymous so far. Let’s hope that decisions are 

made to put them on public display in the not too 

distant future. 

Classic Motorsports 
Sports Car Showdown – Alfa Romeo Vince! 

by George Beston, Cobourg  

I’ve always been a sucker for a glossy magazine 

with an Alfa on the cover. The November 2020 

issue of Classic Motorsports came up with a 

retrospective comparison of a 1971 Alfa Spider 

and a contemporary Triumph TR6. The article 

goes on for eight pages and includes an in depth 

evolutionary history of both cars, a survey of 

reviews back in the day, and driving impressions 

of these cars as they exist today.  

While it garnered respect for its relaxed cruising, 

smooth torquey engine and clean styling, the TR6 

lost ground in the comparison for suspension and 

power train limitations when driven with elan. 

The Alfa Spider was admired for its more 

progressive styling, an engine that revs 

enthusiastically, better handling when driven 

with verve and a roomier cockpit. 

It’s a reflection of the age of these cars and the 

fact that automobile performance has come a long 

way that no hard performance data was used in 

this comparison. Perhaps that’s because the TR6 

was breathed on a bit with different carbs and a 

mildly upgraded camshaft. Despite that, the Alfa 

won out with its original SPICA injected engine. 

Fall Gatherings 
Despite COVID restrictions, enthusiasts 

persist! 

by George Beston, Cobourg  

While it wouldn’t be responsible to organize 

larger club events, a number of small, informal 

gatherings have taken place given our recent 

benign weather. 

Brad Fischer invited some enthusiasts he has met 

through Kijiji to attend an informal gathering at 

a Tim Hortons in Pickering. Two cars and coffee 

gatherings have taken place, both pretty low-key 

events, but a good opportunity to meet other rabid 

enthusiasts that make my passion look relatively 

tame. Some individuals have obviously been 

giving Alfaholics and a few other suppliers a lot of 

business.  

Alfas at Tim’s. Photos by George Beston.  



 
One of the most dramatic was a GTV recently 

acquired by James Sin of North York. It featured 

French Blue paint covered in clear plastic wrap 

for a stunning clear coat effect, and it sported an 

“ANTIGRAVITY” lithium battery, very neatly 

installed.  

ANTIGRAVITY lithium battery installation. 

Photo by George Beston. 

Another group of Alfa enthusiasts went for an 

impromptu drive on November 8 from 

Woodbridge to Flesherton and back.  

En route to Flesherton. Photo by Maurizio Tacchi. 

And finally, we can always count on Gord 

Zimmerman to get out of Bobcaygeon and spend a 

day exploring some country roads and to share a 

photo.  

Somewhere near Bobcaygeon. Photo by Gord 

Zimmerman. 
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